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BY ELIZA WEISS

Bees are VERY important to our 
planet because bee pollination is re-
sponsible for helping to grow many 
of the foods that we eat, the clothes 
we wear, the medicines we take, and 
even the makeup we use. The list of 
foods that bees help make is very 
long and includes:

Bees are Important 
& in Danger!

apples
mangoes
pomegranates
cherries
blueberries

coffee
kiwi
strawberries
limes
chili peppers

Of course, the most common food 
they produce is honey, but did you 
know honey is used to manufacture 
many cosmetics? Additionally, bees 
are important for growing sunflow-
ers and rapeseed, which are used to 

peaches
walnuts
lychee 
macadamia nuts
cocoa beans
tomatoes
lemons

watermelons
cucumbers
onions
carrots
grapes
coconuts
avocados

make sunflower oil and canola oil. 
Bees also pollinate poppies, which 
are used to make morphine and other 
very important medicines. Bees are 
also responsible for pollinating cot-
ton, which is used to make clothing.

The worldwide bee population is 
declining, primarily due to pesti-
cides, habitat loss for wildflowers, 
and climate change. According to 
Greenpeace, there has been a 40% 
decline in bees in the U.S. since 
2006, a 25% decline in Europe since 
1985, and a 45% decline in the UK 
since 2010.

If bees were to go extinct, we would 
lose many of these important and 
delicious foods (NO AVOCADOS 
= NO GUACAMOLE!), and many 
everyday items would be much more 
expensive. If the plants that the bees 
pollinate die, then we will not have 
any of the fruit from those plants. 
And if there were no more cotton, 
we would have fewer fabric choices 
and the cost of clothing would go up. 
If there were no canola, then there 
would not be any more biofuel, and 
we would rely more on fossil fuels, 
which means gas prices would go up. 
The cosmetics industry would suffer, 
and important medicines would no 
longer be available! Additionally, if 
all these plants were to die off, then 
it would cost much more to feed ani-
mals like cows and pigs, and in turn, 
that would cause much higher prices 
for meat.
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RAPID FIRE WITH 
MR. BENDER

BY MEERA BANDREDDI

What’s the first thing that comes 
to your mind when I say...

KIDS LOVE

TEACHERS LOVE

TRUMP TRUMP

SHAKESPEARE LOVE

PETS I HAVE 4

PTA WORKAHOLIC

DOE BIG

TESTING HATE

HOMEWORK ABSENT

BEACH DREAM

COFFEE LOTS

WINTER LONG

P.S.11 PAPER MR. BENDER

Other reasons bees are going ex-
tinct are because of parasites, habitat 
loss, and perhaps most surprising...
CELL PHONES!!! Yes, it’s true. The 
parasites are called trachea mites and 
varroa mites. Trachea mites live in 
some bees’ bodies and varroa mites 
live in the hive and affect the young 
bees that are being raised. When a 
cell phone is used, it projects some-
thing called electromagnetic waves. 
The bees’ navigation system is de-
stroyed and they cannot remember 
where their home is. They also lose 
their habitat when cities expand and 
when farms that use pesticides ex-
pand.

How can WE save bees from going 

extinct? According to the Mother Na-
ture Network, there are many ways 
we can help. We can grow plants that 
the bees like, such as salvia, oregano, 
lavender, ironweed, yarrow, yellow 
hyssop, alfalfa, honeywort, dragon-
head, echinacea, buttercup, golden-
rod, and English thyme–to name a 
few! 

We can also make a habitat called 
bee blocks. Bee blocks are little 
blocks of wood with various sizes of 
holes for bees to live in. If you live 
on a farm, you can grow all organic 
fruits and vegetables. Non-organic 
farms often use pesticides that can 
harm the grass which can result in 
fewer nesting choices for bees. Bee 
blocks make for safe home alterna-
tives for displaced bees. 
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None: 7 (14%)
Less than 1 hour: 14 (28%)
1-2 hours: 20 (40%)
More than 2 hours: 4 (8%)
More than 4 hours: 1 (2%)
No limit: 4 (8%)

Monthly Poll
BY NINA COHEN AND MEERA BANDREDDI

How much screen time does the average  
student get each day?

None:  
14%

Less than 
28% 

1-2 hours: 
40%

More than  
2 hours:  
8%

More than  
4 hours:  
2%

No limit:  
8%

Bees continued
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THE  
PROBLEM 
SOLVER

BY AVERY BALLANTYNE

1. I can’t decide what to ask 
for, for my birthday. I love 
sports, but I’m not sure what 
I want. Any advice?
Answer:
It seems like a lot of kids in 
P.S. 11 love sports, too! Many 
of them wear a jersey of their 
favorite team in their favorite 
sport. How about asking for a 
jersey or some other clothes 
with your favorite sports team 
logo on it? You could also 
get a poster of your favorite 
sports team and hang it up in 
your room.

2. My friends keep on 
excluding me, and I don’t 
know how to make them 
include me.
Answer:
Talk to your friends and 
explain your feelings. Tell 
them you think everybody 

PHOTO BY TEDDY KENNELL
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Climate Warming at P.S. 11
BY WILLIAM GOLDSMAN

On February 5th, for most of New 
York, the high was 40 °F and the low 
was 26 °F.

But here at P.S. 11, it looked like 
summer. It was a school spirit day, 
“Summer in February,” where stu-
dents and teachers dressed in t-shirts 
and shorts. 

Third-grader, Ruby Lahana, wore 
a t-shirt, sunglasses and a sun hat 
to school. Another student, Oriane 

Shelef, wore sunglasses, a short-
sleeved dress, and sandals with no 
socks. Like Ruby and Oriane, approx-
imately two-thirds of the students 
participated by wearing something 
straight out of July.

However, Waverly Cole said that 
she didn't want to waste her time 
dressing in summer clothes, and she 
was dressed like it was a normal Feb-
ruary day. That was a good thing at 
dismissal time when it was freezing 
cold!

BY NINA COHEN

SCAVENGER HUNT
WHAT?!?!?!? A scavenger hunt at P.S. 11!? How can you participate? This 
is what you must do. You must hand in the items listed below at 9:00 
A.M. in the newsroom (room 210) on Thursday, March 29. Turning in 
the items listed below will make you eligible for the drawing. The lucky 
winner of the drawing will get a prize. We will contact the winner(s). 
Have fun!

ITEMS NEEDED:
1. Cafeteria fork
2. Any P.S. 11 logo item  
(will be returned)
3. A leaf

4. A paper towel 
signed by a teacher
5. A pink or purple 
Post-it
6. Anything green
7. A paper clip

continued on next page
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We hold auditions. -August Eaves

7. Do you have meetings? If yes, 
where?
Yes, in Ms. Feinberg’s classroom. 
-Ciel Calvert

8. Do teachers watch you dance? 
Yes, Ms. Friedgood and Ms. 
Feinberg. -Victoria Maddi

9. Can you describe dance in one 
word?   
Yes. Freedom. -Victoria Maddi  

10. Where do you have lunch?
In the room. -Ciel Calvert

11. What grades are you in?
We are all in 5th grade. -Victoria 
Maddi 

BY LUCY JARVELA

1. What inspired you to make your 
own crew?
The T.V. show, “Chicken Girls”. -Ciel 
Calvert

2. Why do you love dancing?
Because I can express myself 
without words. -Victoria Maddi 

3. How do you make your dances?
With any move that comes to our 
minds. -August Eaves 

4. How do you choose the songs?
Songs that we like that match our 
moves. -Ciel Calvert

5. Do you have any shows?
Yes, 3. -Victoria Maddi

6. How do you decide who comes 
into your crew?

Questions with...
Hip Hop Crew, 
Power Surge

PHOTO BY ANSEL KREBS

should be included in this 
game or activity. They may not 
realize that you feel excluded. 
They may not have noticed 
they were leaving you out. 
After you tell them how you 
feel, they might include you. If 
that doesn’t work, try to play 
with other friends for a day, 
and they may want to come 
back to you.

3. How do I get along with my 
sibling for at least a day?

Answer:
Think about what your sibling 
likes to play or do and try 
asking them to play that game 
or activity. If you get into a 
fight, try to be open about 
their side of the situation and 
try to say, “Why are we fighting 
about this?” Explain that you 
are trying to have a nice day 
and you shouldn’t get caught 
up in this situation. It’s good to 
recognize the feelings of your 
siblings and be considerate of 
their opinions.  

Also, remember, a good 
joke and a laugh can always 
bring you together. How 
about this joke? You say: 
Will you remember me for 
a day? Sibling: Yes.  You:  
Will you remember me for 
a week?  Sibling: Yes. You: 
Will you remember me for a 
year? Sibling: Yes. You: Will 
you remember me forever? 
Sibling: Yes. You: Knock, 
Knock. Sibling: Who’s there? 
You: I thought you said you’d 
remember me?!

problem solver continued
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BY ALESSANDRA VIGNONE

Last month, we had SO many hol-
idays! Have you ever wondered why 
we have holidays? How do we get 
holidays? Where did they come from? 
How many are there? Some holidays 
are religious and some are not. For 
example, Valentine’s Day is religious, 
but Presidents’Day isn’t.

A Federal holiday is a holiday in 
all 50 states. Many states also have 
holidays that are religious or holidays 
that honor individual people. Accord-
ing to Wikipedia, the top 5 holidays 
celebrated (by number of Americans 
who celebrate them) are: Christmas, 
Thanksgiving, Mother’s Day, Easter, 
and Independence Day

In this article, I will talk about Val-
entine’s Day (originally a religious 

holiday, now celebrated by many) 
and Presidents’Day (originally a cel-
ebration for George Washington’s 
birthday).

Valentine’s Day Origins:
An emperor named Claudius II 

banned marriage for one reason. He 
thought that men who were married 
made bad solders. St. Valentine (a 
priest) thought this wasn’t fair, so he 
secretly started to arrange marriages. 
When Emperor Claudius found out, 
he put Valentine in jail and Valentine 
was sentenced to death. In jail, he met 
the jailer’s daughter and fell in love 
with her. On the day he was going to 
be killed (February 14!), he wrote a 
love letter to the jailer’s daughter and 
signed it, “From your Valentine.” 

Valentine’s Day was a Roman fes-

tival called Lupercalia—the start of 
springtime (St. Valentine was Ro-
man). As part of the festivities, boys 
drew names of girls from a box. They 
would be boyfriend and girlfriend 
during the festival and sometimes 
would even get married! As time 
passed, the church wanted to make 
this a Christian holiday and decid-
ed that they would call it Valentine’s 
Day, in honor of St. Valentine. Valen-
tine’s name started to be used more 
by people to express their feelings 
with the people they loved. 

Presidents’ Day Origins:
Presidents’ Day is an American 

holiday celebrated on the third Mon-
day in February. It started as a hol-
iday for George Washington’s birth-
day, which is actually on February 
22. The holiday became known as 
Presidents’Day after it was moved in 
1971. This was an attempt to make 
more three-day weekends for the na-
tion’s workers. Even though this holi-
day started for George Washington’s 
birthday, now, it is a holiday for all 
U.S. presidents.

Washington’s Birthday was remem-
bered for most of the 1800’s. In the late 
1870’s, Presidents’Day became an of-
ficial Federal holiday. It was the first 
holiday to celebrate a single Ameri-
can. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day was 
the second, in 1983.

We have holidays because of differ-
ent reasons, such as, government pol-
icy, in honor of famous people, and 
for religious celebration. I hope you 
learned a lot about some of these hol-
idays. The next time someone asks 
you to be their Valentine, you can 
explain the history of the holiday to 
them!

How Did We Get Holidays?
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It’s Possible! Dreams  
Come True in Cinderella

BY LILA JENOVA DUPUY

“Impossible...things are happening 
every day,” just like the P.S. 11 5th 
grade show, Cinderella. It starred, 
among many people, Maya Vratani-
na, from 5-405, who did an amazing 
job with her solos, and August Eaves, 
from 5-406, who added just the right 
amount of sass for Portia, one of the 
step-sisters. 

Some highlights of the show in-
cluded Maya’s solo toward the be-
ginning of the play called, “In My 
Own Little Corner,” the scene when 
the carriage (complete with horses) 
came down the middle aisle, and the 
wedding finale at the end. The show 
was awesome! 

Some people liked different parts 
of the play, like Myung Hong, 

who said he liked it when the but-
ler, played by Oscar, listed all the 
names of the prince when the cast 
was singing, “The Prince is Giving 
a Ball.” The costumes, made by Jen-
ny Sheffer Stephens (Violet’s mom) 
and other parents, were so realistic. It 
appeared like Cinderella’s dress was 
actually stitched with real silk. It was 
quite a contrast to her dirt-encrusted 
apron. Her glass slippers were espe-
cially beautiful. Fifth-graders had 
a different point of view than other 
students because their friends were 
on stage. Hayden Katz said, “it was 
crazy awesome” to see her friends up 
there. 

This year’s show was well-adver-
tised. There were ads for the play, 
featuring photos of the cast, around 
the school neighborhood and inside 

local businesses. Lucy Jarvela, from 
5-405, who played a townsperson, 
was asked what it was like to have 
such publicity for the play. Was she 
comfortable being famous? “That’s 
kind of creepy!” she said.  

Many people are already thinking 
about next year’s play, like Sophie 
Erlinger, who thought the school 
could do Mary Poppins or Bye Bye 
Birdie. Current 5th graders are excit-
ed to come back to see future shows.   

Cinderella was a big hit and many 
fifth graders found their inner sing-
ers. All of the performances featured 
big crowds and standing ovations 
acknowledging the hard work of the 
cast, crew, parents, Ms. Sarah, Ms. 
Wurman, Ms. Golub, Mr. Bender, 
and Ms. Gregov, who all make P.S. 
11’s impossible productions possible!
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Kicking in the New Year
BY WILLIAM GOLDSMAN

Woof, woof, woof! The 
Lunar New Year was on 
February 16, and this is 
the year of the dog. Tra-
ditionally, it was only 
celebrated in China and 
nearby countries, but now 
that Chinese people have 
moved all around the 
world, it is celebrated in 
many countries. It lasts 
15 days, with the last day 
called the “Lantern Festi-
val.”

On February 24, a group 
of people who teach Ying 
Jow Pai Kung Fu held a 
New Year celebration at 
P.S. 42 on Hester Street. 
In addition to Kung Fu 

demonstrations, they did the 
“lion dance.” Two people 
were completely covered by 
a lion costume, and they did 
a complicated dance. A per-
son dressed as a monk woke 
the lion up from his long 
one-year nap and played 
with him. Children from 
the audience “fed” him red 
envelopes containing mon-
ey to bring good luck. In 
Chinese tradition, the lion 
scares away bad luck and 
brings good luck.  

There are many traditions 
involving food for the Lu-
nar New Year. At the end 
of the dance, the lion found 
cabbage, ate it, and spat it 
out. It hit about ten people 

who will get additional good luck 
for the whole year because the Chi-
nese word for “cabbage” sounds like 
“wealth.” At the end of the celebra-
tion, dumplings and mandarins were 
served. These also symbolize wealth 
and good luck. Hope you have a great 
year of the dog!

MASTHEAD

Managing Editor:  
Jensen Krebs

Contributing Editors: 
Seth Huse

Gabe Kennell 
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VIDEO REPORT - TEDDY KENNELL, VIDEOGRAPHER

CLICK THE  LINK

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ChBLmKZNGqM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ChBLmKZNGqM&feature=youtu.be
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BY ANASTASIA VATIS

Pests at Play
Here’s another reason to wash your 
hands after playing on the play-
ground. The parasite is called Toxo-
cara. It was discovered in 1824, and 
the worms’ larvae could disrupt peo-
ple’s breathing, liver function, eye-
sight, and IQ. Even though it can do 
these things, few scientists and doc-
tors even know about it, so it’s not 
surprising that not many people have 
heard about this microscopic crea-
ture. It’s rare that it will cause harm, 
but it’s good to know what to do to 
stay safe.

Studies show that kids are most 
likely to get it as well as people who 
own pets. Lots of Toxocara have 
been found in pets and playgrounds, 
though very few have been tested for 
it. Toxocara attach themselves to the 
hands of people, mostly kids, playing 
outside. 

Eventually, the eggs are eaten, and 
once that happens, they hatch. The 

larvae wriggle through 
the unlucky person’s 
body and begin to 
change the way the 
body works. About 5% 
of the U.S. (16 million 
people) have Toxocara 
in their body, showing 
that they have swal-
lowed the eggs. Chil-
dren that used to have 
high grades can drop 
down to the lowest 
grades in the class after 
being infected by this 
parasite. Nine out of 21 playgrounds 
tested for Toxocara had this infec-
tious parasite.

 Sometimes Toxocara enters the 
eyes and can cause blindness. The 
infection is called Toxocariasis, and 
signs of having it are a slight fever, 
fatigue, pain, and a slight cough. 
This infection has most likely caused 

a number of mental illnesses. We 
don’t know much about the Toxocara 
disease, but scientists are learning 
more every day. Doń t worry. The 
parasite is rare, and chances of get-
ting it are not high. Nevertheless, a 
way to avoid catching it is to wash 
your hands after playing outside or 
playing with a pet.

1. What do you call a pig that does karate?
A: A pork chop.

2. Rob: Bob, will you always remember me? Bob: Yes. Rob: 
Forever? Bob: Of course. Rob: Knock, knock. Bob: Who’s there? 
Rob: I thought you said you’d always remember me!

3. Why can’t you trust an elevator?
A: Because it’s always up to something.

JOKES of the MONTH
BY ADNAN ADZEMOVIC 
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The Mysterious 
Missing Planet

BY SENECA WALSH

Have you heard? There’s a new plan-
et that may be coming to a galaxy 
near you! Recent findings show that 
there is possibly a ninth planet in our 
solar system, beyond Neptune, that 
scientists are calling Planet 9.

Astronomers are people who study 
the stars and outer space. But it is 
not easy because there are billions of 
stars in our universe. Those astrono-
mers are hard at work to find the plan-
et–that may or may not exist–using 
telescopes, satellites and astrophotog-
raphy. Every year, millions of images 
are taken as part of their research, but 
unfortunately, the scientists only have 
one pair of eyes each to observe and 
study all of that information!

Mark Brown, who works at the 
California Institute of Technology, is 
asking amateur astronomers like you 

to help search through photographs of 
outer space. How it works is that you 
are given a section of space to scan for 
Planet 9. Your mission is to find parts 
of the photograph that are drastically 
different from the rest of the picture. 
Then, you should pinpoint the spot 
and submit your findings.

The website “Zooniverse” is look-
ing for volunteers to join the search 
for Planet 9. Zooniverse asks lots of 
different people to help discover all 
kinds of new things about our world. 
If you want to help find the mysterious 
missing planet, visit their project at: 
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/
marckuchner/backyard-worlds-plan-
et-9/classify

If you discover the planet, it could 
be named after you! Or at least it 
may be a Latin name that sounds like 
yours, for example, Planet Williamus 
T. Harrisimo! Good luck!

BY KARINA GUPTA

Secret  
K & G

On Valentine's Day at P.S. 11, ex-
citement fills the air as students 
await getting their Secret K & G 
card. Before Valentine's Day, the 
students are given a name of any 
random peer from their grade and 
make a card for that person. Even if 
you do not know them, you might 
have seen them around and noticed 
something nice about them. After 
the students make the card, they put 
a stamp on the envelope and slip it 
into the P.S. 11 Secret K & G mail-
box. Then, on Valentine's Day, at 
school, the cards get delivered and 
are opened by the receiver. Even if 
the decorations on the card might 
not be amazing, the nice message 
is hard not to smile at.

PHOTO BY MAXWELL TUNG

https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/marckuchner/backyard-worlds-planet-9/classify
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The P.S. 11 After School Dance 
Performance Rocks!

BY ALEJANDRA E. GARCIA

Every semester at P.S. 11, the af-
ter school program showcases the 
different types of dances students 
learn throughout the semester. This 
is one of the most fun parts students  
look forward to. From the kindergar-
ten ballet, to the fifth-grade 
funky dance moves, to the 
loud music and bright lights, 
P.S. 11 students enjoy watch-
ing their peers show off at the 
end of each semester. 

There were some phenom-
enal presentations this year, 
such as, the first and sec-
ond graders’ dance to “Dy-
namite.” The dancers wore 
matching articles of cloth-
ing, all of which were army 
green, and baggy sweat-
shirts to complete the “cool-
hip-hop” look. The music 
was played through our new 
sound system, which was awfully 
loud but very clear. It made the entire 
experience exhilarating! The audi-
ence couldn’t help but clap along to 
the beat of the songs and smile at the 
incredible talent of the young per-
formers.

Another notable performance was 
staged by the advanced dancers from 
third to fifth grade. This group fea-
tured some of the best performers at 
P.S. 11’s after school. For example, 
Eliza Weiss, from 4-410, said, “My 
favorite dance was the advanced 
group. They were wearing black 
shirts and gold spray paint. They 
were super cool!”

A former P.S. 11 student, Gabriella 
Garcia, said, “I enjoyed the hip-hop 
dance because I loved the mix of 
songs, and I felt the kids in this par-
ticular group had a lot of talent. I also 
enjoyed the dances that involve a lot 
of impressive choreography. The ad-
vanced group incorporated a lot of 

dance moves that required people 
to have patience and the willingness 
to work together, which shows the 
determination and commitment of 
these young dancers from P.S. 11.”

One girl, Victoria Maddi, of 5-406, 
did some fairly impressive things. 
When asked how it felt to be part of 
the show, she answered, “Before we 
performed, it was nerve racking, but 
once I started performing, it was re-
ally fun. I kind of get scared that I’m 
going to mess up the dance because 
sometimes I’m in the front middle, 
and if I mess up, I kind of mess it up 
for the whole class, but once I start 
dancing, everyone seems to say, 

‘LET’S GO!’”
Victoria, Ciel and August, all fifth 

graders, formed a dance group called 
Power Surge. They independently 
requested to choreograph their own 
dance. They met with Mr. Bender to 
arrange auditions to fill the 4 remain-
ing spots available on the team. They 

took time off their lunch and recess 
to practice every Tuesday from Oc-
tober to the date of the hip-hop show. 
It is so impressive that they had no 
dance teacher choreographing their 
dance moves. They wore blue shirts 
with pink mesh on the back, which 
was an awesome addition. Victoria’s 
favorite dance was the one she per-
formed with her group. They danced 
to a mix of 3 songs: “Look What 
You Made Me Do,” “No Lie,” and a 
third song. It was the best dance of 
the show.

I can’t wait to see what awesome-
ness our students will show next se-
mester! Go P.S. 11!
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