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What does it mean to teach a Knowledge-Based 
Curriculum? 

Students build critical ELA skills while also building knowledge of the world.

Unit 1: The Sea Unit 2: Outer Space Unit 4: Artists Make ArtUnit 3: A New Home

Specific: The content students will learn across the year should be clearly and specifically stated by topic.

Cumulative: Across grades, the content students will learn should include both depth and breadth so that students do not repeat 
content in one topic when they could study a related topic and build new knowledge.

Well Rounded: Subject-specific learning should include connections to other content areas to help students build more knowledge. 
Additionally, content areas like the arts are inherently interesting to students and help engage all students in learning.

Preparatory: Given the breadth of knowledge that could be taught and the time constraints of a school year, it is important to focus on 
content that will prepare students well for future learning.

Rigorous: Students deserve to engage with rigorous topics with appropriate supports that help them build from basic knowledge toward a 
more complex understanding.





The structure of our daily lessons: 

Welcome 
Launch
Learn  
Land   
Deep Dives    

Students reflect on their learning and how it fits into the larger context of the 
topic or module.

Students access new knowledge, build on previous knowledge, and 
share what they have learned.

Introduces the topic and activates prior knowledge.

Language and grammar review.

Reviews something from the previous lesson or is a short 
reflection on work that has been done.



Module 1: “The Sea”

How and why do people explore the sea 
through art, literature & science?

How do poets and writer explore the sea 
through words and images?

How do scientists use technology to explore the sea?   

Questions we’ll explore in class: 



We will explore a variety of texts, works of art and films!   

End-of-Module Task: 
Write a multi-paragraph essay explaining why artists or 

scientists explore the sea. 



Module 1: 
“The Sea” Skills Learned:

Reading
● Ask and answer text-based questions
● Use text features in informational texts
● Gain information from words and illustrations, including 

photographs
● Determine main ideas and central messages
● compare/contrast information from two texts

Writing
● Write explanatory and informational paragraphs about a topic 

using…
○ topic statements
○ Linking words 
○ Related ideas
○ Facts, definitions and details

Speaking & Listening
● Listen with wonder
● Agree/disagree respectfully
● Engage in/lead small-group discussions

Language Goals  
● Explain function of nouns and verbs
● Write in complete sentences
● Form and use simple verb tenses and suffixes to base words

Under the Wave of Kanagawa, Katsushika  
Hokusai (woodblock print)



Module 2: “Outer Space”
How do people learn about space? 

Under the Wave of Kanagawa, Katsushika  
Hokusai (woodblock print)

How did Galileo learn about space?

How did the astronauts of Apollo 11 
learn about space? 

How do artists and writers help people 
learn about space?

Questions we’ll explore in class: 



We will explore a variety of texts, works of art and films!   

End-of-Module Task: 
Essay explaining their opinion about what they believe is the 
most important thing people have done to learn about space? 



   Module 2: 
“Outer Space”

Skills Learned:
Reading

● Describe the relationship between a series of events using 
language that pertains to time, sequence, cause/effect 

● Determine main ideas and central messages
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
● compare/contrast information from two texts

Writing
● Write opinion pieces, supporting points of view 
● Write informative/explanatory pieces to examine a topic 
● Take notes and sort information 

Speaking & Listening
● Engage in discussions by explaining ideas 
● Report on a topic or text, tell a story or recount an experience with 

appropriate facts and details 
Language Goals  

● Demonstrate understanding of figurative language and word 
relationships 

● Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and 
adverbs  



Module 3: “A New Home”
Questions we’ll explore in class: 

How do stories help us understand 
immigrants’ experiences? 



We will explore a variety of texts, works of art and architecture!   

End-of-Module Task: 
Write a short narrative that describes a moment from one of the 

module texts. 



Module 3: 
“A New Home” Skills Learned:

Reading
● Ask and answer text-based questions
● Describe the traits, motivations, or feelings of characters in a story.
● Distinguish their point of view from the narrator.
● Compare and contrast themes, settings, and plots of stories.

Writing
● Write narratives to develop real or imagined events with details, and 

clear events sequences. 
● Produce organized and developed writing that’s appropriate to the task.

Speaking & Listening
● Draw on researched material while engaging in discussions
● Ask questions to check understanding of information presented 
● Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker

Language Goals 
● Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns and irregular verbs
● Check for subject-verb agreement
● Use commas in addresses, quotation marks in dialogue
● Form and use possessives
● Use known root words as a clue to the meaning of unknown words 

How did Galileo learn about space?
How did the astronauts of Apollo 11 
learn about space? 
How do artists and writers help 
people learn about space?



Module 4: “Artists Make Art”

Questions we’ll explore in class: 

What inspires artists? 
How do artists make art? 

What are some character traits of artists? 

What is an artist?
 



We will explore a variety of texts, works of art 
and film. 

End-of-Module Task: 
Write an explanatory essay about artists covered in the unit answering the 

question, “Why is this artist important?”



Module 4: 
“Artist Make Art”

Skills Learned:
Reading Goals:

● Determine literal v. nonliteral language
● Ask and answer text-based questions
● Use text features in poems (line, stanza, etc)
● Gain information from words and illustrations, including photographs
● Determine the connection between sentences and paragraphs in a text.

Writing Goals:
● Write explanatory and informational paragraphs about a topic using…

○ topic statements
○ Linking words 
○ Related ideas
○ Facts, definitions and details

● Conduct short research projects to build knowledge about a topic.
● Recall information from experiences or gather information from print or digital 

sources and take notes.
Speaking & Listening Goals:

● Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with relevant 
facts/details.

Language Goals 
● Choose words and phrases for effect.
● Make choices about superlative adjectives and adverbs
● Understand and recognize the difference between spoken and written 

language
● Use dictionaries and glossaries to determine or clarify the meaning of certain 

words and phrases.



Overview of Assessments

Checks for Understanding: informal lesson-level assessments included in each Wit & 
Wisdom lesson. A CFU can be text-dependent, skill-dependent, or both. CFUs are embedded 
within the lesson so as not to interrupt teaching and learning.

Focusing Questions Tasks: At the end of each Focusing Question Arc, students 
demonstrate their knowledge and skills by completing a an FQT.

New Read Assessments: measure students’ ability to transfer select reading and 
language skills to a new, unfamiliar section of text.

Socratic Seminars: are student-led collaborative discussions on a thought-provoking 
question related to a module’s content.

End of Module Task: is students’ opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and skills. 
The task provides an answer to the Essential Question and requires students to incorporate 
evidence and learning from module texts.



Types of Assessments

Checks for 
Understanding

Focusing Questions 
Tasks

New Read AssessmentsSocratic SeminarsEnd of Module Task



At Home…













Resources

https://research.dwi.ufl.edu/op.n/file/pd7py49630t41lba/

https://research.dwi.ufl.edu/op.n/file/pd7py49630t41lba/
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Exponentially Greater
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Pictorial Models

Place Value Chart 

Area Model

Arrow Way Number Lines

Tape Diagrams
This shows an 
example how 
students will learn 
how to model 
different concepts 
throughout the 
units.
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A Story of Units

 

  

Number Bonds 

Students will see familiar 
representations throughout the units 
with new concepts applied.
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Pictorial Models

Place Value Chart 

Area Model

Arrow Way Number Lines

Tape Diagrams
This shows an 
example how 
students will learn 
how to model 
different concepts 
throughout the 
units.
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“Instead of saying I am not good 
at math, say I have not learned it 
yet.” 

Math is for Everybody

✔ You are a math person

✔ There is more than one strategy

✔ Math is useful in our lives

✔ It is important to try and not give up

✔ Mathematicians make mistakes

✔ We learn from our mistakes

✔ The process is more important than the 
product

Math Affirmations

Using a Growth Mindset is 
really important!



Module 2

Addition/
Subtraction

Problem 1



Simplifying strategies: Compensation 
to subtract and make a hundred to 

add and using a Tape Diagram to 
model.

Using a Tape Diagram to model both 
steps.

Possible
Strategies



Drawing on a place value chart and 
using vertical form 

Possible
Strategies



Module 3

Multi-Step:
Multiplication 
& Addition

Problem 2

2. Mrs. Smith plants 3 rows of 8 
white flowers in her garden. There 
are 38 pink flowers already in the 
garden. How many total flowers 
are in Mrs. Smith’s garden? 



Skip Count to Multiply and 
Make a Ten to Add

Break Apart and Distribute to Multiply 
and Vertical Form to Add

Possible
Strategies



Problem 3

Fractions 

Module 5

Which student is correct? 



Using Number Lines to Find Equivalent 
Fractions

Possible
Strategies

Using Models to Represent Whole 
Numbers and Find Equivalent Fractions



Number Line

Tape Diagram Number Bonds

Arrays
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How to Help

Practice Support
• Use the thinking of the 

“partner” who is 
solving problems like 
those in the Practice.

Ask Questions
• What do you notice 

about how they solve 
the problem?

• How have you solved a 
problem like this 
before?

• How can you start the 
problem?

• What tool can you use?

When students are practicing in class, 
these are some of the phrases we may 
use.
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Family Math

• Describes and 
shows key math 
concepts 

• Highlights new math 
vocabulary

• Provides activities 
for student and 
family to do 
together at home

Updates will be sent home 
at the start of each math 
unit.
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Q & A

Be sure to visit our family 
math page.

https://greatminds.org/eurek
a-math-squared-family-reso

urces



Diversity 
Diversity at PS11

We believe that diversity is a reflection of the way we live in the world today. As a 
school community we acknowledge diversity as an encounter with differences in 
identity, experiences, backgrounds, beliefs and ideas. 
In addition to academic excellence, our mission as a public school is to promote a 
culture of respect, social awareness and moral responsibility among our students, 
families and staff.

At PS11, we define diversity as a focus on race, ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic level, 
sexual orientation, physical ability, academic ability, family structure and religion.

We know that our students are growing up in a world that is increasingly more diverse. 
It is our responsibility to enrich the lives of our students with an experience and an 
education that reflects that reality. The welcoming and respect for diversity at PS11 
allows us to achieve our goal — to prepare our students to be leaders of the world they 
will inherit.



Equity Curriculum
September

Intro to Monthly Focus Theme of Representation
September -October

Hispanic-Latinx Heritage Month
November

Indigenous People Heritage Month
December

Pacific Islander Month
January

Lead into Black History Month
February

Black History Month
March

Women's History Month
April

Arab American Heritage Month
May

Asian American Month
June

Pride Month


