
Welcome to Fifth 
Grade!

This year is all about 

independence, student 

empowerment, organization, and 

rigor. 



Who are the teachers: 

Mrs. Kawa (406)

Ms. Reid (402)Ms. Covington (401)

Mrs. Lawlor (404)
Ms. Kahn (404)

Ms. Stern (403)

Ms. D (404)

Ms. Woodlye (403)



Agenda for tonight: 
● Unit Overviews
○ Wit & Wisdom (ELA)
○ Eureka Math2 (Math)
○ Social Studies

● Social Emotional Learning
● Staying Organized
● Reminders
● Contact Info
● Time for Q & A



What is Wit & Wisdom ?
● Focuses on deep engagement with literature, writing, 

and language skills.
● Students explore rich, complex texts to build 

comprehension.
● Emphasizes academic vocabulary development.
● Encourages writing across genres, including narrative, 

informative, and opinion writing.
● Promotes close reading, evidence-based writing, and 

class discussions.
● Helps students develop critical thinking and 

comprehension skills.
● Integrates themes from other subjects like science and 

history.



What is a knowledge based curriculum ?
Reading a set of texts on a topic

…builds knowledge. …builds vocabulary.

With more knowledge and vocabulary, students 
read more complex texts.

As students read more complex texts, they 
have ideas to write about  and the knowledge 
and vocabulary to write about those ideas.

This helps students become better writers  
and grapple with increasingly complex texts.



● Module 1: Cultures in Conflict
○ Essential Question: How do cultural beliefs and values guide people?
○ Students will build knowledge of American westward expansion, learn about Nez Perce culture, and study 

the conflict between the Nez Perce and the US government
○ End-of-Module Task: Students will apply the essential question to write an informative essay.

● Module 2: Word Play
○ Essential Question: How and why do writers play with words?
○ This module explores how authors use wordplay to engage audiences, create humor and meaning, and 

express themes.
○ End-of-Module Task: Students will apply what they learned about wordplay to write a narrative.

● Module 3: A War Between Us
○ Essential Question: How did the Civil War impact people?
○ Students investigate the Civil War’s impact on different groups of people by studying diverse perspectives.
○ End-of-Module Task: Students write an opinion essay, expressing their opinion about the impact of the Civil 

War.

● Module 4: Breaking Barriers
○ Essential Question: How can sports influence individuals and societies?
○ Students learn how the power of sports has been harnessed throughout history, and in our current day, to 

leave a positive, lasting impact in the world.
○ End-of-Module Task: Students will research a soccer organization and describe how the organization is 

using soccer to influence individuals and societies.

ELA: Wit & Wisdom



Outline of a Module



1. Welcome (5 minutes)
○ students complete a task to prepare them for the lesson

2. Launch  (20 minutes)
○ the content framing question is introduced, and students interact with it 

3. Learn  (35 minutes)
○ students actively engage with the core text, building their understanding of the material 

through close reading, analysis, and discussion, focusing on key concepts and vocabulary 
while developing critical thinking skills by exploring the text deeply and making 
connections to their prior knowledge

4. Land  (10 minutes)
○ students solidify their understanding of the new concept by reflecting on their learning, 

making connections to prior knowledge, and applying what they've learned to a broader 
context

5. Wrap  (5 minutes)
○ Debrief of the lesson 

6. *Deep Dive  (15 minutes)
○ often focus on morphology and how words break into their constituent parts, 

calling students' attention to the way words are constructed

Outline of a Lesson



The Wit & Wisdom curriculum from 
Great Minds provides a variety of 
supports for 5th graders, 
including:

● Integrated Texts
● Close Reading Strategies
● Discussion Guides
● Assessment Tools
● Differentiation Strategies
● Writing Supports
● Vocabulary Development  
● Cross-Disciplinary  

Connections
● Student-Centered  

Activities

How are students being 
supported ?



Focusing on making a plan for problem solving, evaluating accurately 
and precisely, and developing a logical argument.

Module 1: Place Value Concepts for Multiplication and Division with 
Whole Numbers

Module 2: Addition and Subtraction with Fractions

Module 3: Multiplication and Division with Fractions

Module 4: Place Value concepts for Decimal Operations
 
Module 5: Addition and Multiplication with Area and Volume

Module 6: Foundations to Geometry in the Coordinate Plane

Math: Eureka Math 2



Eureka Math 2



1. Fluency:  spiral review, activating prior knowledge
2. Launch:  activity to provide access and context

● Routines: 
○ Which One Doesn’t Belong? 
○ Whiteboard Exchange 
○ Choral Response
○ Always, Sometimes, Never

3. Learn: focused on new learning and application
● Problem Set:

○ opportunity for practice
○ goal is not finishing

4. Land: debrief to discuss key points of lesson
● Exit Ticket

5. Homework

Outline of a Lesson



• Heritage Month Celebrations
○ Hispanic, Indigenous Peoples, Black History, Asian 

American, Pacific Islander, Arab American, Women’s 
History

•Geography of the Western Hemisphere
○ Embedded into Wit & Wisdom

•U.S. Government and D.C. Monument Study
○ December 2-December 12, 2024

•United States Case Study

Social Studies



Sample Social Studies Work



Social Emotional Learning

K&G&
G

JOY



Staying Organized
•Home Folder
○ Homework
○ Fliers
○ Notes

• Planner
○ Homework



•Forms!
•Snack
•Google Classroom
•Join and check Class Dojo
○ please hit the like button!

•Middle school tours and applications

Reminders



● Emails:
○ kcovington@schools.nyc.gov (401)
○ mreid10@schools.nyc.gov (402)
○ sstern6@schools.nyc.gov (403)
○ akahn@schools.nyc.gov (404)
○ jzarzemski@schools.nyc.gov (404)
○ mkawa@schools.nyc.gov (406)

● Please send in handwritten notes for dismissal 
changes

● Check ps11chelsea.org for school schedule updates 
and after school program information
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Contact Information

mailto:mreid10@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:sstern6@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:akahn@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:jzarzemski@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:mkawa@schools.nyc.gov


Any Questions ?
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