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What is the Science of Reading?
Why are we adopting the SoR?
What does phonics look like at

school?
What can you do to incorporate the

science of reading at home?
How to use the home-practice

sheets
Additional Resources
Question and Answer

Agenda



The body of work referred to as the “science of reading” is
not an ideology, a philosophy, a political agenda, a one-

size-fits-all approach, a program of instruction, nor a
specific component of instruction.

It is the emerging consensus from many related disciplines,
based on literally thousands of studies, supported by

hundreds of millions of research dollars, conducted across
the world in many languages. These studies have revealed

a great deal about how we learn to read, what goes
wrong when students don’t learn, and what kind of

instruction is most likely to work the best for the most
students.

- Dr. Luisa Moats, a nationally recognized authority on how
children learn to read and why some fail to learn

What is the “Science of Reading?”
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Structured Literacy: 
a science backed approach to literacy instruction

Images from 
https://www.lexialearning.com/blog/the-science-of-reading-vs-balanced-literacy
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What is involved in learning to read?



Jamie Torcicollo, M.S. CCC-SLP
Sixth Borough Speech, LLC

Image and Text
 from UFLI Website



Image and Text from UFLI Website



K
Suggested 

Plan

Jamie Torcicollo 
Sixth Borough Speech, LLC

Image from
UFLI Website



1
Suggested

Plan 

Jamie Torcicollo 
Sixth Borough Speech, LLC

Image from
UFLI Website



Suggested
Plan 

2

Jamie Torcicollo 
Sixth Borough Speech, LLC

Image from
UFLI Website



WHAT DOES EACH LESSON LOOK LIKE?

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1osWkqjec7cYTM3exhput7oRSAe1aH_cc/edit?
usp=sharing&ouid=115028179247599171513&rtpof=true&sd=true
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When Reading:
Encourage your child to say
each sound within the word,

rather than memorize the list.

When Spelling:
Help your child to say each

sound in the word. They may
draw boxes or lines for each

sound they hear.

L u n ch
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https://shorturl.at/oqBGM



Look at all of the letters
Tap out each sound. What

does it say?

Handling Errors
Use these prompts: 

1.
2.

If they don’t know the sounds,
tell them the sounds /c/ /a/ /t/ ,

what does that say?
*Try to use connected

phonation, holding the sounds
out for them.

Encourage looking at the words,
NOT the pictures

Remind them to say each sound in
the word.

After a difficult word is decoded,
have them go back to the

beginning of the sentence and
read it again. This will help to

promote fluency.
Never encourage guessing or

looking at the picture for help.

General Reading Tips
1.

2.

3.

4.

Listening to Your Child Read
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Downloading Extra UFLI Materials 
https://ufli.education.ufl.edu/foundations/toolbox/ 

https://ufli.education.ufl.edu/foundations/toolbox/
https://ufli.education.ufl.edu/foundations/toolbox/


EXTRA RESOURCES
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Q & A
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