
Welcome to First Grade
2023-2024



Curriculum Night
Tonight you will hear the first 
grade team talk about grade 
level logistics, school wide 

initiatives, and what our core 
subjects entail. 



Safety, Respect, KGG, Integrity
PS11 is focused on supporting students 

development of these core values. We will 
teach into what these things look and sound 

like around our building and in our daily 
lives!







Class Charter
✘ Class charters are based on how 

students want to feel in our classrooms 
each day. 

✘ We create a “contract” of things we will 
strive to accomplish as a community.

✘ We will use our PS11 Core Values as the 
foundation for this.



First Grade Philosophy
● Child-centered teaching: Promoting student 

voice and independence!
● Creating classroom relationships and 

building trust through positive interactions 
between students and teachers.

● Building a safe and caring classroom 
environment where social skills are 
practiced to help students care for one 
another both emotionally and physically.



Identity
We will prioritize getting to know 
each other and sharing things about 
ourselves that throughout our school 
day! Those conversations will be 
reflected in the work seen across 
our classroom and the activities we 
plan throughout the year.



Flow of the day
✘ 1st period- 8:25-9:16
✘ 2nd period- 9:19-10:09
✘ MORNING SNACK
✘ 3rd period-10:13-11:03
✘ 4th period- 11:07-11:57
✘ 5th period- 12:01-12:51 LUNCH
✘ 6th period- 12:55-1:45
✘ 7th period- 1:49-2:39 DISMISSAL



Independence

✘ Zippers and shoelaces

✘ Responsibility for materials

✘ Packing and unpacking backpacks

✘ Be a problem solver!



Social Emotional
R- recognizing
U- understanding
L- labeling
E- expressing
R- regulating



Mood Meter





Science
Unit 1: Animal and Plant Defenses

✘ What do animals do to survive? How do animals and plants do 
what they need to do to survive?

Unit 2: Light and Sound
✘ What makes something look bright or dark? Where does the light 

come from that makes surfaces look bright or dark? What makes 
a surface look bright or dark?

Unit 3: Spinning Earth
✘ What can we see in the sky at different times? WHat does the 

sky look like to people in different places on Earth right now?



Social Studies
Unit 1: Families and Communities are Important
✘ Why are families important and how to they influence who we are?

Unit 2 Families, Now and Long Ago
✘ How do families grow and change over time?

Unit 3: The Community
✘ What is a community?

Unit 4: Community Economics
✘ How do jobs and money affect communities



1st Grade 
Writing 



Genre Studies
✘ Sept/Oct: Small Moments (personal 

narratives)
✘ Nov/Dec: How-To Books (procedural) 
✘ Jan/Feb: Non-Fiction 
✘ Mar/April: Reviews
✘ May/June: Realistic Fiction



What does it mean to be a 
first grade writer?

● With guidance and supports, students can carry 
out the writing process.

● Students can use inventive spelling (I had socr with 
my frend) and punctuation with purpose.

● Students can make their own creative choices 
within a genre.

● Students can reflect on their work and set goals for 
themselves.



Writing Process
1.) Brainstorm Ideas
2.) Plan
3.) Sketch and Write
4.) Revise
5.) Edit
6.) Publish



Brainstorming Ideas 
● Students collect ideas that they 

can revisit across a unit to grow a 
writing piece out of.

● They store these ideas in their 
writing folders. 



Example Tool to Gather Ideas:

People Places

Food

Celebrations

Writers are 
inspired by 
the things 
that they 

love.



Planning
● Across fingers
● Touch and tell
● Sketch across pages
● Act out with a partner
● Stretch out the details of your 

steps OR build on your WOW 
moment (the “meat” of your 
writing)



Independence in Planning



Drafting (Sketch and Write)
● Students use sketches to add words 

and details.
● Students learn craft moves from mentor 

authors to structure their writing and 
elaborate on their ideas.

● Students use charts and personal 
writing goals to increase their writing 
volume.



Independent Writing Time



Revision
● Students revise their pieces, using a 

checklist of “I can” statements.
● Students self assess/work with a 

partner to see what they can add, fix or 
change.

● Students decide on goals for revision.



Example Tool for Revision



Editing
● Students check for word study 

patterns and use spelling strategies.
● Students inventive spelling should 

match the phonics work we are doing 
in the classroom

● They work collaboratively with a 
partner to peer edit.



Tools for Editing



Publishing
● Students showcase their finished 

products. 
● Classes celebrate writing pieces by 

sharing their work and receiving 
feedback from others.

● Students do a final self-assessment 
on their checklist and the teacher 
assesses the final piece.



Ways to Help at Home
● Talk through ideas based on current genre
● Think of something you did together and 

talk through the story including not only 
what happened but what people said

● Practice writing uppercase AND 
lowercase letters with your child
○  Apps that can help with letter 

formation: iwritewords, itrace



First Grade Math Workshop
Eureka Math2

Julia Bucci & Jamie Schissel









1: Counting, Comparison, and Addition

2: Addition and Subtraction Relationships

3: Properties of Operations to Make Easier Problems

4: Comparison and Composition of Length Measurements

5: Place Value Concepts to Compare, Add, and Subtract

6: Attributes of Shapes- Advancing Place Value, Addition and 
Subtraction.

Modules
Units of 10



Fluency (5-10 minutes)
Launch (5-10 minutes)
Learn (35 minutes)
Land (10 minutes)

Math Workshop will occur daily in the 
classroom

Components of Math Workshop
Parts of a Lesson













First Grade 
Reading 

Workshop
2022-2023



Reading Units of Study
◻ Unit 1: Building Good Reading Habits
◻ Unit 2: Word Detectives Use All They Know 

to Solve Words
◻ Unit 3: Learning About the World: Reading 

Nonfiction
◻ Unit 4: Readers Have Big Jobs to Do: 

Fluency, Phonics, & Comprehension
◻ Unit 5: Meeting Characters and Learning 

Lessons: A Study of Story Elements

** Please see A Year in the Life document for more 
information about each unit **
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Parents as Reading Partners

Home Reading

◻ Phonics readers come home weekly.
◻ Circle words with the weekly phonics pattern.
◻ Read the passage.
◻ Talk about what happened in the 

passage.
◻ Review tricky words.
◻ Practice writing circled words.



◻ Read aloud to your child every day

◻ Listen to your child read and be okay with mistakes

◻ Practice Irregular Words at home

� Choose a few words each week

� Read it, Chant it, Write it

� Search for high frequency words in books

and places you go!

Ways to Help Your Reader at 
Home



Questions that Target Reading 
Comprehension

When Reading to Your Child
Understanding the Story and Drawing Inferences Across a Text

•Who is the character(s)?
•What problem are they having?
•Where is the story taking place?
•How is the problem getting solved?
•How is the character feeling? Why?
•What does the character want? Why?
•What problem does the character face? How does she/he overcome the 
problem? What does this reveal about the character?

•How do characters evolve over time?
•How do the secondary characters impact the main characters (pay attention 
to the dialogue between characters and their actions)

•How are you alike or different from the character?
(personal connections – always connect it back to the text)

•What lesson did the character learn?
•What was the author trying to teach you?

*** Students should provide evidence from the text that supports their ideas.

































Save the Date: 
October 24, 2023

Additional Phonics Meeting:
Science of Reading Background

More UFLI Information
Q&A For Parents


