
Welcome to
2nd Grade Curriculum Night!
We will begin shortly. Please make sure you are on mute. 

Thank you!

Ms. Labombarda, Ms. Blonder, Ms. Goldstick, 
Mrs. Forschein, Ms. Sedlis, Mr. Simmons



Questions?
If you have questions during the presentation, please 

feel free to put them in the chat. We will hopefully 
have time at the end to answer them. 

If we run out of time, you can forward your question 
to your child’s teacher via email.



2nd Grade Reading 
Curriculum



Reading Scope & Sequence

Second Grade Reading Growth Spurts

Becoming Experts

Growing Word Solving Muscles

Amping Up Reading Power

Series Book Clubs



Reading Workshop Lesson Flow and Schedule

6-7 minutes Mini Lesson

30 minutes Independent reading

conference/small group instruction

10 minutes Share



Teacher’s College Reading Benchmarks

Levels A through J:  Students will be using decodable books in school and at home.
Levels K and above:  Students will shop for books in our classroom leveled library.



Common Trends in 2nd Grade Reading
• As students move up levels strengths and weaknesses 

evolve
• Students in levels A-J will be focusing on phonics, using 

decodable books.
• Students in levels K and higher are starting to focus more 

on Word Meaning and holding onto important parts across 
chapters

• Students at higher levels can also tend to start reading too 
fast which affects their Thinking Work (they may have to 
backtrack…)



Word Attack



Voice & Meaning 
•                                



Thinking Work Tools



Notebooking and Comprehension Examples



Series Suggestions by Reading Level
A-E levels typically don’t have series. However, the 
can be identified as books with patterns, common 
sight words, and repetition.



Series Suggestions by Reading Level
F-H can be identified as books with more words on 
the page, longer books, more complex plotlines, 
and less repetition.



Series Suggestions by Reading Level
I-J can be identified as books with more characters, 
multiple points of view, and some literary 
language.



Series Suggestions by Reading Level
K-M can be identified as books with longer books 
with chapters and fewer pictures, problem and 
solution oriented, and longer, more complex 
sentences. 



Writing Workshop in 
2nd Grade



Writing units this year
Unit 1: Revving Up Writing Muscles

Unit 2: Lessons from the Masters (Narrative)

Unit 3: How to Guide for Nonfiction Writing

Unit 4: Gripping Stories (Narrative)

Unit 5: Writing About Reading (Opinion)

Unit 6: Poetry



The Writing cycle 



Collecting ideas  
Reflecting on moments in our lives

● People, Places, Things, Hobbies

Choosing ideas that are meaningful to their lives

● Ideas that help us get to know them and who

they are. 



Plan it out

Students have many different options while 
planning:

1. Rehearsing with a partner
2. Using a story mountain
3. Tapping across pages
4. Drawing scenes across pages



Drafting 

This is where a student’s story starts to come alive! 

● Writing long, building stamina
● Paper choice options 



Revision

* This is a very important part of the writing process 
in second grade*

● Using craft moves from their books to emulate their 
authors.

● Allowing us as readers to truly picture their story and 
get to know their characters. 



While students are revising (or drafting)...
Craft moves we focus on:

1. Dialogue: what a character is saying
2. Inner Thinking: what a character says in their mind
3. Small Actions: step by step action 

     We always want to, “SHOW, NOT TELL”



september vs june 
Craft Move September June

Dialogue “Pass the peas,” my big sister said. “Hey! Hand over the peas right now!” my big sister 
roared, as she put her hand out and rolled her eyes.

Small Actions Jane opened the door. She went into the 
room. She sat down.

Jane gripped the knob and twisted it slowly. The 
door squeaked open as she pushed it inch by inch. 
Holding her breath, she tiptoed into the room.

Inner Thinking “I want a bike,” he thought. “Open it,” 
Dad said. Jorge opened the package, 
“Hurray! A bike!”

“Please, please, please let it be a bike,” he thought. 
“Go on, open,” his dad said. Jorge pulled back the 
top and saw a red thing. Could it be? he wondered. 
Then, he saw the basket. “A bike!” Jorge yelled.

Show Not Tell Feelings I was sad. I cried. Tears filled my eyes. Everything looked blurry. I tried 
to blink them away when suddenly they began to 
roll down my cheeks.



Am i making my reader think?
In reading, we always want our students to make inferences. 

“What is the character feeling?”

“What kind of person is this character?”

“What does the character really want/need?”

We want to write in a way that helps their reader INFER while reading: 

“What is the character feeling?”

“What kind of person is this character?”

“What does the character really want/need?”



Editing
The final stage of the writing cycle!

Students will use what they learn in phonics to:

● Fix up spelling
● Add punctuation
● Check for capitals



How do students remember what to include?
Mentor Text Checklist



Publishing
Making our story look like a finished book

● Re-writing using a pencil to make it readable
● Adding pictures
● Sometimes adding a cover page



What could we do at home?

There are so many ways to practice writing at home!

● Have your child write about their day in a journal
● When your child is telling a story, ask them “what did 

you say? What did you do? What did you think?”
● Encourage them to sound out tricky words first before 

asking you for help



2nd Grade Math 



The Standards for Mathematical Practice



Math Units

1. Place Value Concepts Through Metric Measurement and 
Data · Place Value, Counting, and Comparing Within 
1,000

2. Addition and Subtraction Within 200
3. Shapes and Time with Fraction Concepts
4. Addition and Subtraction Within 1,000
5. Money, Data, and Customary Measurement
6. Multiplication and Division Foundations



Module 1: Place Value Concepts Through Metric 
Measurement and Data · Place Value, Counting, and 
Comparing Within 1,000

- Create bar graphs, picture graphs, and data tables
- Use graphs to solve multiple types of word problems
- Use metric unit to measure with a ruler
- Estimate length of objects with measurement 

benchmarks
- Solve multiple types of word problems about 

measurement
- Connect the metric system to place value



Module 2: Addition and Subtraction Within 200
- Students use the properties of operations, the relationships 

between numbers, and place value understanding to add and 
subtract within 200. Students apply these operations to representing 
and solving various word problems.



Module 3: Shapes and Time with Fraction Concepts
- Recognize and characterize two-dimensional shapes by 

their defining attributes
- Identify, build, and describe polygons
- Decompose polygons into smaller shapes, and use those 

smaller shapes to show halves, thirds, and fourths
- Fundamentals of fractions
- Apply fraction knowledge to telling time (half past, quarter 

to, quarter past)



Module 4: Addition and Subtraction Within 1,000
- Deepen place value understanding to mentally add and 

subtract tens and hundreds
- Solve problems with the unknown in various positions
- Solve one- and two-step word problems
- Use a variety of strategies to solve larger addition and 

subtraction problems, such as compensation



Module 5: Money, Data, and Customary Measurement
- Engage in real-world application of place value strategies 

and properties of operations to solve problems with coins 
and bills

- Solve one- and two-step word problems involving money
- Use and understand customary units of length
- Estimate measurements using the customary system
- Record data on a line plot



Module 6: Multiplication and Division Foundations
- Count and create equal groups, progressing from 

concrete to pictorial to abstract levels of representation
- Determine efficient ways to add multiple groups
- Introduction to arrays- students play with composing and 

decomposing arrays
- Understanding odd and even numbers



Typical Structure of a Lesson

● Fluency (5 min)
● Launch (5 min)
● Learn (40 min)
● Land (10 min)



Fluency

● Students practice basic fluency skills in an 
engaging structure
○ Happy Counting
○ Number Bonds
○ Place Value- Put Together and Take Apart



Launch

● Essential Question (Ex: Why are graphs useful?)
● Introduces key vocabulary

Vocabulary:

Key

Picture graph

Table

Data 



Learn

● Main part of the lesson
● Engaging, hands on activity (whole group, partner, 

independent, or a mix)
● Helps student investigate essential question



Land
● Students come together to share their work
● Review new vocabulary, discuss new takeaways 
● Refer back to essential question
● End with an exit ticket

Why are graphs 
useful?



2nd Grade Content 
Curriculum



Social Emotional Learning.
This year we will be putting a large focus on         

Social Emotional Learning.

We want to build a strong understanding around 
personal identity.

Identity includes…
●  The qualities that make us special or unique.

● People, places, and things that we hold dear to our heart.



Social Emotional

R- recognizing
U- understanding
L- labeling
E- expressing
R- regulating

Mood Meter

Developed from 
The Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence



Meta Moment

Talk a walk.  (water)

Varies by person

5 finger breathing



Class charters are based on how students want to feel in our 
classrooms each day.   We brainstorm actions that we can take that 
will help each other feel those ways.   We create a “contract” of things 
we will strive to accomplish as a community.

Examples: 

○ We will be safe with our bodies and our words. 
○ We will be respectful to those around us. 
○ We will try our hardest in everything we do.

Class Charter



Gratitude
KGG- PS11 is a Kind, Gentle, Grateful School!

In order to “marry” our RULER and identity work this 
school year we will be practicing gratitude.

Teachers will inspire this work authentically in our 
classroom day to day, but we also encourage that work 
to extend home!



Behavior Matrix
(Goal:  Students exemplify their “Best Self” anywhere and at anytime.”)

• School Wide
• Reinforced 

throughout 
the year

• Please 
review with 
your child



Science

Our Goals:
❏ Promote the love of science
❏ Have children questioning the world around them
❏ Inspire students to ask questions and seek the answers to their 

question.



Mystery Science provides ready-made science 
mysteries for elementary school students. 

Each lesson contains a central mystery, 
discussion questions, supplemental reading, 

and a hands-on activity.



Our First Two Science Units

Animal Adventures
In this unit, students begin to develop 
an understanding of the world's 
animal biodiversity. They explore 
animal classification and the traits 
that define each group. Students then 
learn about habitats and how the 
surrounding environment affects 
what organisms live in a particular 
environment.

Plant Adventures
In this unit, students continue to 

explore the needs of plants through 
hands-on investigations. They explore 
why and how plants disperse their 
seeds, what those seeds need in 

order to grow, and what the adult 
plants need in order to survive and 

thrive.



Our Last Two Science Units

Work of Water

In this unit, students explore how 
water shapes the Earth's surface. 
Students construct and use 
models of mountains to 
demonstrate erosion.   Students 
also construct and use model hills 
to determine the causes of 
erosion, and to design solutions to 
problems caused by erosion.

Material Magic

In this unit, students explore the 
properties of materials and matter! 
They describe and classify different 
types of materials by properties like 
hardness, flexibility, and absorbency, 
and they investigate how those 
properties are useful in meeting 
basic human needs (such as clothing 
and cooking). They also investigate 
how heating and cooling affect the 
properties of materials.



Social Studies

Our Goals:
❏ Enable students to understand, participate in, and make 

informed decisions about their world.
❏ Develop an understanding of citizenship and their role in 

society.
❏ Provide students with skills to be productive problem solvers 

and decision makers



Our First Two Social Studies
Rights, Rules, and Responsibilities

Essential Question: 
What is government and why do people 

need laws? 

❏ Citizenship
❏ Democracy

❏ National Symbols

Urban, Rural, and Suburban 
Communities

Essential Question: 
How are communities the same and 

different?

❏ Features of different 
communities

❏ Similarities and differences
❏ Interdependence



Our Last Two Social Studies Units
Our Community’s Geography

Essential Question: 
How does geography influence where 

people live and why?

❏ Geography of New York City
❏ Mapmaking and Map reading skills

❏ Geographical features such as 
bodies of water, continents, 

hemispheres

 

New York City Over Time

Essential Question: 
How and why do communities 

change over time?

❏ Changes in NYC from 1700s 
through current time

❏ Population changes
❏ Transportation changes

❏ Landscape changes



Parent Support
If you have any expertise in supporting any of our 
science or social studies curriculum areas, please 

reach out to your classroom teacher. 

Questions?

































Save the Date: 
October 24, 2023

Additional Phonics Meeting:
Science of Reading Background

More UFLI Information
Q&A For Parents


