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What does Reading Look Like in Third Grade?

  
Components of Reading in 
Grade 3

★ Phonics
★ Comprehension
★ Mechanics



Third Grade Reading Goals

★ Readers can decode using phonemic 
awareness strategies.

★ Readers can apply phonics rules to tackle 
tricky words.

★ Readers can retell or summarize a text to 
demonstrate comprehension and identify 
main ideas.

★ Students use mechanics to find meaning in 
texts.



Developing a Reading Identity
● Students reflect on how they see themselves as readers, and how 

reading habits shape their reading lives.

● Read from a diverse selection of books that encourages students to 
experience stories as both mirrors (connections to their own life, 
culture) and windows (a glimpse at the life of someone else)











30 minutes!



Reading Workshop
★ A 10 minute lesson is curated by teachers designed to meet all 

students in the classroom.
★ Students practice the skill with a partner or small group.
★ Students practice the skill during independent reading for 30 

minutes.
★ Teachers meet with students in groups or individually to 

practice skills.



Read Aloud
★ Class Experience
★ An opportunity to see modeled jotting and processing of 

different parts of the story
★ Class discussions around a shared text
★ Students have the chance to try out new skills in their own 

notebooks/post its
Our first Read
Aloud of 3rd
Grade!



Shared Reading

★ Students read a text as a shared experience (whole class or 
small group)

★ Students read with a certain skill in mind
★ Shared reading texts are revisited throughout the year across 

content areas



Jotting structures are transferred to other content areas and are 
used as valuable note-taking strategies.

Jotting Supports Note-Taking



Jotting in Third Grade
★ It is a place to collect and develop ideas about reading.
★ Instead of using external post-its readers keep track of their thinking 

through jotting in notebooks
★ It is an organized collection of all text-based thinking where students can 

revisit previous work

Traditional
jots on post-its

Jots are 
recorded

in 
notebook, 
labeled,

and dated
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PS 11 3rd Grade Writing 
Units of Study & The Writing Process
 

Presented by Ms. Natasha and 

Mrs. Ottomanelli 

My Writer’s Notebook
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Writing Genres & Our Units  
Narrative 

Informational

• I can organize and structure my 
writing.

• I can elaborate and use author’s craft 
in a meaningful way.

• I can use grade-level mechanics and 
phonics based skills in my writing.

“Crafting True Stories”

“Adapting & Writing Fairy Tales”

Goals  

“Art of Information Writing”

“Writing About Research”

Opinion 
“Changing the World: 

Persuasive Speeches”

“Baby Literary Essays”
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The Writer’s Notebook & Inspiration 
Purpose: 

Used as a tool to help students explore different writing 
genres, keep track of their growth, take risks in writing and 
elaborate on their ideas about topics that interest them and 
are meaningful to their lives. 



The Writer’s Notebook Expectations  
● A place to gather ideas, try out different craft moves and 

rehearse for drafting , not a place for published work  
● Students will be writing about half a page (beginning of the 

year) to a full page or more (mid-end of the year) during 
Writing Workshop 

● Kept organized, clean and full of writing, not doodles  
● Proper use of punctuation and grammar 
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The Writing Process 
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Launch 
Understanding The Elements and 
Structure of the Genre  

Students study a mentor text. This piece will guide them through the writing 
process and help them know what they’re working towards for a final product.
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Brainstorming Ideas 

“Think about people that are 
important to you and moments 
you’ve had with those people” 

“Think about places that are 
important to you and moments at 
those places” 
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Rehearsing & Drafting 
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Goal-Setting   
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Revision
Students revise their writing in 
meaningful ways.    

Editing   



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Publishing & Celebration 
When students publish, 
they write in their neatest 
handwriting in pencil and 
prepare to share their 
work!
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At Home   
• Ask your child what idea they are working on in writing.   

• Ask them to act out or orally rehearse their narratives 
with you. 

• Ask them questions about their topic to help them gather 
more details for their piece. 

• Celebrate the work your child is doing!  
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Family Math Night Engagement 

Exponentially Greater
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Knowledge Building

The Why Behind the Math

• Problems develop from 
simple to complex

• Hands-on and pictorial 
models

• Practice opportunities 
• How mathematicians think

Joyful Math Experiences

• Real life connections
• Interactive learning
• Talking about math
• Collaboration with peers
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Mathematics as a Story …
You can see how concepts are covered across grades 
and grow as the students become more sophisticated 
in the specific mathematical areas. Units build upon 
previous learning. This is why the components and 
routines are so important
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A Story of Units

 

  

Number Bonds 

Students will see familiar 
representations throughout the units 
with new concepts applied.
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Pictorial Models

Place Value Chart 

Area Model

Arrow Way Number Lines

Tape Diagrams

This shows an 
example how 
students will learn 
how to model 
different concepts 
throughout the 
units.
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“Instead of saying I am not good 
at math, say I have not learned it 
yet.” 

Math is for Everybody

✔ You are a math person

✔ There is more than one strategy

✔ Math is useful in our lives

✔ It is important to try and not give up

✔ Mathematicians make mistakes

✔ We learn from our mistakes

✔ The process is more important than the 
product

Math Affirmations

Using a Growth Mindset is 
really important!
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How to Help

Practice Support
• Use the thinking 

of the “partner” 
who is solving 
problems like 
those in the 
Practice.

Ask Questions
• What do you 

notice about how 
they solve the 
problem?

• How have you 
solved a problem 
like this before?

• How can you 
start the 
problem?

• What tool can 
you use?

When students are practicing in class, 
these are some of the phrases we may 
use.
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Talking and Thinking Tools

Students will have these tools, or modified 
versions of these tools, to refer to 
throughout the units.
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Family Math

• Describes and 
shows key 
math concepts 

• Highlights new 
math 
vocabulary

• Provides 
activities for 
student and 
family to do 
together at 
home

Updates will be sent home 
at the start of each math 
unit.
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Q & A

Be sure to visit our family 
math page.

https://greatminds.org/eurek
a-math-squared-family-reso

urces



Diversity 
Diversity at PS11

We believe that diversity is a reflection of the way we live in the world today. As a 
school community we acknowledge diversity as an encounter with differences in 
identity, experiences, backgrounds, beliefs and ideas. 
In addition to academic excellence, our mission as a public school is to promote a 
culture of respect, social awareness and moral responsibility among our students, 
families and staff.

At PS11, we define diversity as a focus on race, ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic level, 
sexual orientation, physical ability, academic ability, family structure and religion.

We know that our students are growing up in a world that is increasingly more diverse. 
It is our responsibility to enrich the lives of our students with an experience and an 
education that reflects that reality. The welcoming and respect for diversity at PS11 
allows us to achieve our goal — to prepare our students to be leaders of the world they 
will inherit.



Equity Curriculum
September

Intro to Monthly Focus Theme of Representation
September -October

Hispanic-Latinx Heritage Month
November

Indigenous People Heritage Month
December

Pacific Islander Month
January

Lead into Black History Month
February

Black History Month
March

Women's History Month
April

Arab American Heritage Month
May

Asian American Month
June

Pride Month



Identity Webs
Our focus on Identity work this year...

Identity Webs are a graphic tool that can  help students consider many factors that 
shape who we are as individuals and as communities.  These help deepen studentsʼ 
understanding of themselves and their place within a group and help students make 
connections with other members of their community. Recently, we have used these 
to help us drive more individualized conferences and instruction.



Your role 
in your 
family

Your 
nationality, 
religion, 
culture

Things you 
enjoy doing

Traits you 
would use to 

describe 
yourself


