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BY MAYA SANZEL

If you’ve looked on the PS11 web-
site recently, you might have seen 
the following: “Wednesday, May 
22: Boosterthon Annual Fun Run 
Day”. But what exactly is this “Fun 
Run”? And what does “Booster-
thon” mean?

The “Fun Run” is becoming an 
annual event at PS11 where each 
student (if they choose to run) earns 
pledges to support and raise funds 
for the school, and runs laps. It also 
ties into a theme because each class 
watches one six minute video in class 
per day that aims to teach important 
traits like focus and self-awareness. 

Some kids were excited about the 
recurrence of this now annual event. 
Fourth grader Avery B. said “I think 

it’s fun because I like running, and 
we get to run a lot and get all our en-
ergy out.” Third grader Sofia says “I 
feel good about it because it gives us 
a chance to hang out with our friends 
even if they’re in a different class—and 
it’s a sports activity.” Students aren’t 
the only ones with positive opinions 
on this run. One of the Boosterthon 
representatives, who was the DJ at the 
Fun Run, said, “I love my job because 
I like making the kids’ day and seeing 
the smiles on their faces.”

However, not everyone has a pos-
itive outlook on this event. Other 
students were not so excited that it 
returned for a second year. Fourth 
grader Alaina J. says, “I think that the 
Fun Run is not really fun. The laps 
were too tight last year. It’s not really 
enjoyable.” Charlotte, another Fourth 
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The Big Building Works are Here!
BY MAYA SANZEL, AMBAA KAVANAGH AND RUBY HAYES

You’ve probably heard that the 
school will be “undergoing renova-
tions”, but you have probably won-
dered: What does this mean for our 
school? Is the iconic mural in the 
recess yard really going down? Will 
this affect our recess? 

On the last two questions, the an-
swer is “yes”. But that is only part 
of what this will mean for the next 

two-to-three years and even after. 
Are students happy about it or sad 
about what’s happening? A lot of 
people will be graduating before 
the work is over—how does this 
make you feel?

We interviewed a number of peo-
ple within PS11, teachers and stu-
dents, for their opinions and feelings. 

continued on next  page

Fun Run… Yay or Nay?
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PS11 Post: How do you feel about 
the new recess schedule?
Ms. Guerrero (Fourth grade teacher): 
I think it’s really exciting that Fourth 
and Fifth grade will play somewhere 
other than the recess yard.
PS11 Post: How will this affect 
your teaching?
Ms. Guerrero: It won’t. If the con-
struction makes noise, we will get 
used to it.
PS11 Post: Are you excited for the 
changes? 
Ms. Guerrero: I’m excited that the 
school will get what it needs!

:::
PS11 Post: Are the school murals 
really going down?
Ms. Gregov (Vice Principal): Yes.
PS11 Post: How long will this last?
Ms. Gregov: Two years.
PS11 Post: What is the construc-
tion for?
Ms. Gregov: The building is al-
most 100 years old, we must re-
place parts of it.

PS11 Post: Will the summer camp 
still happen?
Ms. Gregov: This year, yes.
PS11 Post: How do you feel about 
the changes for PS11?
Ms. Gregov: Stressed out! But we 
have to do it for safety.
PS11 Post: What will you miss?
Ms. Gregov: The play areas and 
the murals.
PS11 Post: What are you looking 
forward to?
Ms. Gregov: When it’s over!

:::
PS11 Post: How do you imagine 
how the new murals will be?
Eva H. (Third grader): I think they 
will have something to do with PS11, 
New York City or related subjects.
PS11 Post: What do you feel most 
sad about that’s leaving? 
Eva H.: I feel most sad about the 
murals and the recess yard.
PS11 Post: Do you think you’ll re-
member the old murals?
Eva H.: Yes—the giant is eye catch-
ing and hard not to remember.

PS11 Post: Do you think the sum-
mer camp will be affected?

Eva H.: Maybe a little. Only if they 
need to use the parts that are being 
taken over the construction.
PS11 Post.: What are you most look-
ing forward that’s to going to be new?
Eva H.: A bigger and better recess 
yard for all the students!

:::
PS11 Post: How will this affect your 
feelings about the school?
Akshay (Fourth grader): I don’t 
like it because I won’t see its end.
PS11 Post: Do you like the new re-
cess plans?                               
Akshay:  Kind of. In fourth grade I 
get to go to the big yard. But in fifth 
grade I only get the roof.

Conclusion

This will be a huge change for the 
school, but other students will bene-
fit from it, as we have benefited from 
other students undergoing changes 
before we arrived at PS11. Remem-
ber, change can both be good and 
bad. Let’s see what happens when 
this is all over!

Big Building continued
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grader, said, “I don’t like 
it because you’re run-
ning a lot of laps and it 
gets tiring.” Those com-
plaints, though, did not 
seem to be addressed 
this year: the laps were 
just as tight!

Students are only part 
of this discussion. Mr. 
Bender and the PTA 
were the ones who chose 
for this event to continue this year 
after last year’s successful fundrais-
ing (approximately $70,000!!!). Mr. 
Bender says he decided to have this 
event make a comeback because he 
“found a lot of value in the work they 
brought to school.” He also “really 
liked their character-building.” PS11 
PTA President Robin Lockwood said 
that “The board voted on it because 
it raises critical funds.” The money 
made by the Fun Run supports the 
many (and growing) programs and 
resources paid for by the PTA. But 
not all the money raised goes to the 
school. According to the Fun Run 
FAQ, the company (Boosterthon) 

received 40% of the money raised, 
leaving the school with the $70,000 
mentioned earlier.

After the Fun Run, PS11 parent Bru-
no Kavanagh was interviewed. He told 
us: “I watched a bit of the Fun Run to-
day and I wasn’t crazy about the way 
kids were able to kick over the cones, 
There didn’t seem to be much effort 
by the organizers to make the runners 
do proper laps. Then they spent a lot 
of their time queuing up to get teach-
ers to sign their cards. As a parent I 
thought ‘all this energy...couldn’t we 
do something useful like a sponsored 

litter collection or something?’ And if 
it’s correct that 40% goes to the orga-
nizers that’s a lot! But, at the end of the 
day, even after the ‘commission’ large 
sums are raised and go to the school so 
we can be grateful for that.”

Another bit of confusion was that it 
said in the FAQ on the PS11 website, 
“Will students earn prizes for fund-
raising? No! Changes this year ensure 
that only parents—not students—are 
involved in fundraising. For students, 
the experience will be purely about the 
character lessons they’ll receive each 
day in the classroom and the Fun Run 
itself. At the same time, all classes will 
receive small prizes for participating 
in the character-building aspects of 
the event.” However, it said on the Fun 
Run website, “Top class in each grade 
earns a Boosterthon Crush Bottle!” 
which appears to contradict the previ-
ous claim (from the PS11 website).

So that about wraps up how and why 
the Fun Run returned for another year, 
and different people’s perspectives on 
this event. When all is said and done, 
the event raises a lot money for PS11 
which is a great benefit for the school!!!

Fun Run continued

Our Exciting New Look
BY RUBY HAYES

 
Have you wondered what hap-

pened to the “PS11 Paper”? What is 
the “PS11 Post”? Well I can answer 
those questions. Here is my inter-
view with PS11 parent Joan Nico-
sia, who designed the new logo and 
made it all happen.

PS11 Post.  What software did you 
use to create the new design?

 JN: The design was created in Ado-
be Illustrator on a Mac. The logotype 

was designed using a font called Old 
London. It is a more modern and leg-
ible version of a gothic typestyle.

 
PS11 Post.  How do you feel about 
the new logo and why?

JN: I really like the new branding! 
The new name “PS11 POST” feels 
both professional and memorable.

The previous design was called 
“PS11 PAPER”.  It combined the 
PS11 school logotype with a paper 

PHOTO BY RUBY HAYEScontinued on next  page
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airplane. It was fun, but I think the 
new name and look give the news-
paper a stronger brand identity and 
feels like a trustworthy news source.

Gothic typestyles have been used 
for centuries on newspapers. Many 
of the world’s most respected papers, 
like the New York Times, use similar 
gothic fonts. The coat of arms symbol 
represents history and achievements, 
while the crossed bugles announce 
the news of the day.

  
PS11 Post.  Do you think there was a 
better logo that could have been cho-
sen? Why?

JN: I presented the newspaper staff 
with four design options. Two de-
signs used variations of a gothic font 
and two used more contemporary 
woodcut fonts.

The design brief asked for a bugle 
and a shield, so different ways to il-
lustrate those elements were included 
in each design.

In the end, the newspaper team 
chose one of gothic typestyle logos. 
I think it was a good choice since it 
builds on a long history of well-re-
spected newspaper traditions and 
communicates the importance of re-
liable journalism today.

New Look continued

The old design

BY AMAIRA CHAMADIA
 
I’ve never actually had a pet, so 

Humphrey was my first real pet. 
He wasn’t all mine really, I had to 
share him with more than 30 other 
people—he was our class pet. But 
I think he knew I loved him a little 
bit more! Humphrey was a beau-
tiful grey and white Dwarf ham-
ster. Dwarf hamsters are inherent-
ly social, they grow 3.5-4 inches 
and weigh a little more than an 
ounce. Humphrey was the perfect 
class hamster. He was friendly, 
had the sweetest disposition and 
he was extremely active. He slept 
very little for a hamster, choosing 
to hang out with the class. Since 
hamsters are usually nocturnal, 
this was a huge plus because we 
all got to know him and play with 
him as we cleaned his cage.

So how were we lucky enough 
to get Humphrey?  We owed it to 
the Fourth grade class before us. 
Ms. Reichelt our teacher explains, 

“Humphrey came into my life at 
the beginning of the 2017-2018 
school year. A friend was look-
ing to give him a new home and 
my class had decided (after earn-
ing lots of class points) that they 
wanted a class pet. They were 
very persuasive! I loved the idea 
of giving my students a class pet. 
I made it clear to the kids that the 
hamster would be their pet and 
that they be responsible for the 
hamster’s care.”

The lucky few who got to clean 
his cage and feed him were called 
“Humphrey Caretakers.” Every 
few weeks we would hold a class 
election for Humphrey caretakers. 

Ms. Reichelt explains further: 
“Students chose two responsible 
individuals who wanted to take 
care of Humphrey. Of course 
I made sure every person who 
wanted the job had an opportu-
nity. It was a really great reward 
for students to be chosen by their 

fellow classmates for standing 
out in the classroom as  respon-
sible leaders.” 

As we cleaned his cage we would 
put him in a basket and feed him 
corn and sunflower seeds which 
he loved to eat. Humphrey loved 
his food, but not his vitamins 
which he carefully concealed in 
his bowl. Unlike most hamsters, 
he wasn’t timid or scared and 
often let us stroke him. He had 

An Ode to Humphrey: The Best Class Pet Ever

ILLUSTRATION BY AMAIRA CHAMADIA

continued on next  page
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a huge personality and brought 
joy to everyone who met him. He 
loved burrowing in his fresh bed-
ding, and carrying it up to the top 
of his cage! 

Humphrey brought happiness to 
everyone. Luna, a former Humphrey 
caretaker says, “Humphrey made 

everyone’s day better because if you 
were off to a bad start you would 
see him cheerfully prancing around 
in his cage and you’d feel better. I 
loved how he nibbled my fingers 
and how he let everyone hold him. 
He would also sometimes eat from 
my hand. My favorite part of Hum-
phrey caretaking was holding him 
because he was so soft and fluffy.” 

Research shows that having to 
take care of a class pet builds a 
sense of responsibility in kids and 
can develop empathy, including an 
increased awareness of the needs 
and feelings of others, both hu-
mans and animals. 

Students see directly how their 
behavior and actions affect others. 
Studies even show that the presence 
of animals tends to lessen tension 
in the classroom. Having a class 
pet is also shown to increase atten-
dance and immunity in students! 

Humphrey was the best thing to 
happen to Fourth grade when we 
began the year. Sadly he didn’t last 
long enough to finish Fourth grade 
with us, as dwarf hamsters do not 
live for more than 24 months and he 
had been with us for a year already. 

Humphrey brought a lot of joy to 
our classroom. He made the kids 
smile. “I was very upset when I 
found out Humphrey had passed. 
I was even more upset by the fact 
that I had to tell the kids. I knew 
many of them had bonded with 
Humphrey and really loved him” 
says Ms. Reichelt. “We had a class 
meeting first thing that Monday 
morning. I explained how hamsters 
unfortunately have a short lifespan 
and that we should remember all 
the amazing moments we had with 
Humphrey. Humphrey was a great 
little guy. We all miss him.” 

“I’m sad because I will never 
see him again” says Luna. But Ms. 
Reichelt knew her students would 
be unhappy without their furry 
friend. “We now have a new ham-
ster, Benji, and are getting to know 
and love him.” He isn’t Humphrey, 
but he is getting there! ILLUSTRATION BY GABE  KENNELL

Ode to Humphrey continued

THE AMAZE FACTOR
BY GABE KENNELL
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BY AVERY BALLANTYNE
 
Do you know what Haiku is? Have 

you ever written a Haiku? Well, a Hai-
ku poem is a Japanese style of poetry. 
These types of poems are really short 
and quick but they have a lot of mean-
ing if you read them carefully. Also 
the great part about a Haiku is anyone 
can write one and you could write one 
about anything that exists in the world. 
It’s a special style of poetry (because 
there is a traditional style to write it in) 
but luckily it’s not too difficult to learn.

History

Haiku poems were invented a long 
time ago and are still very popular 
today. It was over 1,000 years ago 
(between 700-1100 CE) when Haiku 
first got started in Japan.. It was only 
named Haiku when Basho perfect-
ed the style. There are four very re-
spected haiku poets you should know 
about: Basho, Issa, Bason, Shiki.

Haiku is traditionally written in a 
special form of:

Line 1: 5 syllables
Line 2: 7 syllables
Line 3: 5 syllables

Altogether there should be 17 
syllables.

You can write a Haiku poem about 
anything—even a wet leaf that has 
fallen into a puddle! Literally any-
thing! There are many words to use 
to describe what you are trying to 
say in your poem—you just have to 
try to fit it in to the amount of sylla-
bles you are supposed to have.

Here is my example of a Haiku poem:

Swoop, on my paper
My hand shakes out of control
But look what comes out

Field Day Fun
BY ALAINA JAMAL

 
It’s Field Day! It’s Field Day! Field 

Day this year is on June 14th at PS11. 
It  is a day where everyone plays a lot 
of games like ring toss, relay races, wa-
ter bucket challenges and much more. 
Since we have such a large school we 
get sorted into teams by color and then 
you play for your team in relays and 
other games! But where exactly did 
Field Day come from?

Field Day came to be in the early 
1800’s in the military where lots of ac-
tivities took place. Also it was used for 

the military to exercise and train. Let’s 
find out what the students in PS11 think 
about Field Day. 

Fourth grader Sadarshan B. says he 
likes Field Day because of “the fun 
activities and the treats you get, like 
popsicles!”  Our Field Day organizer 
Mr. Nichols picks teams and helps with 
equipment for the event. He says “Field 
Day is a day for kids to have fun and 
exercise at the same time!” Most kids 
love Field Day. In a survey conducted 
in class 4-412 there were 22 kids who 
liked Field Day and only 7 that didn’t!

This article has shown you how much 
fun Field Day can be...so drop down 
and give me 20 now!

HAIKU BY AVERY BALLANTYNE

Why I love Haiku

Plastic in the 
Trees
BY MILO OLIM

Have you ever noticed all the 
plastic hanging in the trees by 
Gristedes on 8th Avenue? If yes, 
how does it make you feel? Angry? 
Sad? Frustrated? Or… nothing?

 
Plastic is bad for the environment 

and ugly to look at. So, I wondered 
if Gristedes would want  to take the 
plastic out of the tree or not? Are 
they a good neighbor to PS11? I 
wanted to find out the answers to 
these questions! 

Back in May, I went to Gristedes 
and asked the manager if he could 
take the bags down from the tree. 
When I asked if he could take them 
down he said: “No, the trees are 
public property” adding that Grist-
edes didn’t put the bags up there in 
the first place. 

PHOTO BY MILO OLIM

continued on next  page
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BY FILIP PUŠENJAK

Tokyo is a great place because 
there are many fun things to do. 
For example, the Ninja Samurai  
Dojo where you can take a 45 or a 
90 minute Ninja or Samurai lesson. 
You get to wear a Ninja suit. 

Another example is a hedgehog 
café. You can pet hedgehogs. You 
can even buy them. My favorite 
hedgehog isn’t a hedgehog at all. I 
like the Madgascar hedghog ten-
rec, which resembles a hedgehog, 
but is a member of a different order 
— Afrosoricida. You can get coffee 
and other drinks while you pet the 
hedgehogs. You can get food for the 
hedgehogs which is mealworms. 

A third example of what’s great in 
Tokyo is the Pokemon stores. There 
are three Pokemon stores in Tokyo. 
The fun part about the stores is that 
there is a Pokemon game where you 
fight other Pokemon. One location 
of a Pokemon store is Tokyo Sky-
Tree — which is the tallest tower 
(and second tallest building) in the 
world. It is 2080 feet tall.

Another location of a Pokemon 
store is in the Ginza neighborhood 
of Tokyo. It has a Pokemon cafe 
where you can eat Pokemon themed 
food. For example, you can get a 
rice curry that looks like a Pikachu 
head. The last Pokemon store lo-
cation is Sunshine City mall in the 
Ikebukuro neighborhood of Tokyo. 

A fourth example are the shrines. 
They are big temples that hold 
spirits. Japanese people pray to 

the spirits and clap their hands to 
chase off bad spirits. You can also 
get a fortune. You pay 100 yen ($1) 
in order to get a box, in Japanese 
or English, your choice, you tip it 
over and a stick goes out that has 
a number on it. Then you look for 
the drawer that has that number for 
whatever language you chose. And 
then you open the drawer and take 
out the top fortune.  If you get a bad 
fortune you can either tie it up on a 
rack or get a medallion so you’ll be 
protected from the bad fortune. 

Japan is a good place to visit for 
kids and adults — if you don’t mind 
tha 14 hour flight!  

PHOTO BY EMA PUŠENJAK

                            

Then one day after school, I saw 
a construction crew assembling 
scaffolding by Gristedes with a 
big truck full of metal beams and 
I asked them, if they had the time, 
could they take down the plastic up 
there in the trees? And they did! So 
I am happy to report that now there 
is no more plastic in front of Grist-
edes. Unfortunately, there are still 
pieces of plastic and plastic bags in 
other trees on the same block—and 
all across New York City.

But there is hope. In less than a 
year (March 1st, 2020) there will 
be a state-wide law banning free 
plastic bags in New York. There 
will be a five cent fee to get one. 
The idea is to discourage people 
from using plastic bags. This is 
good, but sadly, much of the plas-
tic comes from pallets. 

Do you want to help reduce plas-
tic? You can pick up the plastic be-
fore it flies away. And next time a 
store clerk asks you if you would 
like a plastic bag, just say NO. Or 
to any plastic. And carry a reus-
able tote!

Spring Break in Tokyo 

PHOTO BY PS11 POST TEAM

Plastic in Trees continued
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BY BRENDAN LI

“Hit!”  “Crack!” “Home Run!” 
“Strike!” “You’re Out!” 

Those are the sounds you will 
hear in a baseball ballpark. Base-
ball is a popular sport in the United 
States of America. From now until 
the end of the Major League Base-
ball season, there will be 162 games 
per team and there are 30 teams. 
That is 2430 games over approxi-
mately six months plus postseason. 
That is a lot of games!  

Let’s begin with a quick look at 
some of the most famous players, 
whose names you may already know.

Jackie Robinson: the first Afri-
can American to play Major League 
Baseball, #42 and shortstop for the 
Brooklyn Dodgers. Many people 
treated Robinson unfairly. Players 
spiked him with their cleats, fans 
jeered at him, but he overcame the 
adversities and proved people wrong. 

Babe Ruth: #3 and outfielder 
for the New York Yankees. Babe 
Ruth broke many records, hit 714 
home runs in his career, and won 
the World Series championship 

seven times. He is known as one 
of the best players in the history 
of baseball!

I asked a few people at PS11 if 
they had been to a baseball game 
and here’s what they said:

Nate A., Third grader, said he has 
never been but would love to go. 
He often watches games on TV and 
thinks it would be awesome to ex-
perience a game live at the stadium.

Ms. Labombarda, our teacher, has 
been to 300 baseball games in her 
life. Baseball is her favorite sport 
and she is a Yankees fan. While 
Yankee Stadium is her favorite for 
obvious reasons, she is also a fan of 
the Diamondbacks’ stadium in Ar-
izona.

Teddy K. has visited a lot of sta-
diums. He’s been to Fenway park 
(Boston Red Sox), Citi Field (New 
York Mets) and Yankee Stadium 
(New York Yankees).

Baseball is a popular sport! Many 
people are crazy about it.  It would 
be great if you could understand the 
rules of the game and enjoy watch-
ing and playing it too!  

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Take Me Out To The Ball Game! Champions 
League 
Report

BY AVAAN CHAMADIA 
AND ALEXANDER YOSOWITZ

GOOOAL!!!!!!!! 

The UEFA Champions 
League is a European soccer 
club competition in which 
there is a group and knock-
out stage. Thirty two teams 
qualified for the Champions 
League from their own home 
country’s league.

The two teams in the Champi-
ons League finals were both from 
England: Tottenham Hotspur 
and Liverpool. On June 1st they 
faced off in the finals which took 
place in Madrid, Spain. 

Many assumed Liverpool 
would win but their two best 
players were not allowed to 
eat during the day. Why? 
Because Salah (from Egypt) 
and Mané (from Senegal) are 
both Muslim which means 
they have to follow Ramadan. 
During Ramadan you can’t 
eat before sunset! 

But, despite this, Liverpool 
proved the winners as Salah 
scored a penalty in the sec-
ond minute and then, in the 
eighty sixth minute, Divock 
Origi scored and Liverpool 
won the game 2-0 and lift-
ed their sixth Champions 
League trophy.

PHOTO BY LOOK MAGAZINE, COURTESY LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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BY NATE APPELBAUM 
AND TEDDY KENNELL

In this article our intrepid baseball 
correspondents Nate Appelbaum 
and Teddy Kennell discuss the 2019 
baseball season so far—and offer 
their predictions for the end of the 
season. Will they be right? We’ll 
have to wait and see!

NATE’S PREDICTIONS

Crack!  The ball lifts high into 
center field.  Up….up….and….
GONE!  Baseball season is under-
way.  How will it end and how will 
teams do in the season?

I am sure every baseball fan in 
America is asking questions such as: 
“Who will be world champions?”; 
“Who will be at the top of every di-
vision?”; “Who is doing well—and 
will they stay that way?” These are 
my predictions for the season.

MLB STANDINGS: Ameri-
can League (AL) and National 
League (NL)

AL EAST
According to me, the AL East will 

look like this at the end of the season:

1. New York Yankees
2. Tampa Bay Rays
3. Boston Red Sox
4. Toronto Blue Jays
5. Baltimore Orioles

Why do I predict the YANKEES 
will come first?

One word to describe this team: 
lethal. Their record  so far is an as-

tounding 34-17 with a winning per-
centage of 66.7%. They are crippled 
with injuries yet they still find a way 
to win. James Paxton goes down? 
No problem! Bring up Domingo 
German, and have him have an ERA 
of 2.98! Shortstop Didi Grergorius 
goes down? Bring up D.J. Lemahieu 
and have him hit .317!

AL CENTRAL
1. Minnesota Twins
2. Cleveland Indians
3. Chicago White Sox
4. Detroit Tigers
5. Kansas City Royals

Why do I predict the TWINS will 
come first?

Two words to say to this team: 
things change (as I’m writing 
this article, the Indians are in 
first place). The Indians’ roster is 
filled with amazing players, but 
that’s no guarantee they’ll stay 
first. For the Twins, shortstop 
Jose Polanco f lashes a .338 bat-
ting average. Their best pitcher 
is Jake Odorrizi, with 8 wins and 
an earned run average of 1.96. 

AL WEST
1. Houston Astros 
2. Texas Rangers
3. Oakland À s
4. Los Angeles Angels
5. Seattle Mariners

Why do I predict the ASTROS 
will come first?

Two words to describe this team: 
they slug. The best hitter is Michael 
Brantley, with a batting average of 
.327 and 97 home runs in his career.  

The best pitcher: Justin Verlander, 
who has a 2.24 ERA this year and 
2,795 career strikeouts. The Astros 
won it all in 2017 and they might 
make it all the way this season!

NL EAST
1. Atlanta Braves
2. Philadelphia Phillies
3. New York Mets
4. Washington Nationals
5. Miami Marlins

Why do I predict the BRAVES 
will come first?

Five words to describe this team: 
young and ready to win. They have 
two great sluggers: Freddie Free-
man and Ronald Acuna Jr. Freddie 
Freeman bats .315 with 202 career 
home runs. Ronald Acuna Jr. bats 
.274 with 37 career home runs (in 
only two years!!). Their best pitcher 
is Max Fried with an ERA of 2.88. 
Like I said: ready to win!

NL CENTRAL
1. Chicago Cubs
2. Milwaukee Brewers
3. St. Louis Cardinals
4. Pittsburgh Pirates
5. Cincinnati Reds

Why do I predict the CUBS will 
come first?

Three words to describe this team: 
power and pitching. The great hitters 
on this team are Anthony Rizzo (.278 
batting average, 205 career home 
runs) and Kris Bryant (.288 batting 
average, 119 career home runs). One 
of their best pitchers is Kyle Hen-
dricks, with an ERA of 3.09.

Diamond Predictions for 2019

continued on next page
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NL WEST
1. Los Angeles Dodgers
2. San Diego Padres
3. Arizona Diamondbacks
4. Colorado Rockies
5. San Francisco Giants

Why do I predict the DODGERS 
will come first?

Three words to describe this team: 
going to win. The great slugger here 
is Cody Bellinger, batting .391, and 
a great pitcher is Clayton Kershaw. 
He’s a Cy Young award winner with 
a 2.41 ERA. I think they are going 
to win.

There’s a lot of baseball left to play, 
so enjoy the season and let’s check 
in this fall to see whether our predic-
tions were right!

TEDDY’S PREDICTIONS

The MLB Playoffs: An explanation

The top team in each Division 
of the American and National 
Leagues automatically make the 
Major League Baseball Playoffs. 
The next two teams with the best 
records in each league play a one-
game Wild Card playoff game, 
with the winner going on to play 
one of the other three teams in the 
league Division Series. 

The Division Series winners 
play each other in the League 
Series (the NLCS and ALCS), 
and the winners of each League 
Series advance to the World Se-
ries, where the World Champion 
is crowned! 

Teddy’s MLB Playoff Predictions 

A lot of people think the Yankees, 
Dodgers or Twins will win it all. But 
I think the Cubs will pull this one 
off by beating the Dodgers in seven 
games of the National League Champi-
onship Series and then defeat the Twins 
in six games in the World Series. 

In the National League, the Dodg-
ers are a very good team and I think 
they are likely to beat the Phillies be-

cause the Dodgers have better pitch-
ers and hitters. On the American 
League side, the Yankees are hav-
ing a lot of injuries lately. And the 
Twins don’t have any great players 
but a bunch of good players—and 
the Cubs are great at beating teams 
with only that. 

Here’s what my predictions look 
like in a chart. Both Nate and I will 
have to wait till October to see if 
we’re right!

Diamond Predictions continued

ILLUSTRATION BY TEDDY KENNELL
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BY LUCY FARLEY

Have you ever been to sleepaway 
camp? What about day camp or 
PS11 summer camp? In this article 
we are going to explore different 
types of summer camps! 

There are lots of camps to choose 
from when you are going to camp. 
There are about 7,000 sleepaway 
camps and 5,000 day camps in the 
United States, but what is the most 
popular camp? The answer is Camp 
Caribou. Since 1922, Camp Cari-
bou, located in Winslow, ME, is an 
all-boys camp that is bordered by 
1.5 miles of tranquil water. 

Although kids usually love sum-
mer camp, some kids are scared 
and some get anxiety about going. 
But why? For many reasons, but 
probably the most common is be-
ing homesick when they miss their 
parent or guardian and sometimes 
get so sad they get sick. A com-
mon thing that happens is they get 
a stomach ache or sweaty palms. 
As for anxiety, some kids get anx-
ious about going to camp because 
they are afraid they aren’t going to 
make friends and won’t have fun. 

Breukelen, a Third grader at 
PS11, has been going to Hudson 
Guild Summer Camp in Chelsea 
for many years. She usually goes 
for one month and she likes it. 
“We get to go on field trips and we 
have a lot of fun” she said. 

A Second grader, who didn’t 
give their name, said they usual-
ly go to PS11 summer camp for 

two weeks in the summer. When 
asked what they like about it, they 
said, “I get to hang out with my 
friends and eat lunch outside.”

Robert, a PS11 afterschool and 
summer camp counselor, had 
good things to say about the 
summer program. “PS11 sum-
mer camp is like no other camp 
around” he said. “Kids get to go 
on lots of fun trips!”

In a poll taken of nearly 30 stu-
dents, most said they are going 
on vacation this summer and not 
going to camp: 11 kids said “va-
cation”, 8 kids said “day camp”, 5 
kids said “sleepaway camp” and 
only 4 kids said “no camp at all.”

To prepare for sleepaway sum-
mer camp, you should plan your 

bag before you go so you are 
totally prepared! When pack-
ing for camp, here are a few of 
the must-have items: sunscreen, 
bug spray, a reusable water bot-
tle, a f lashlight (or lantern) and 
a hat. 

Many sleepaway camps don’t 
allow electronic devices like cell 
phones or iPads. Other items 
that are not allowed (or are op-
tional) are toys and stuffed an-
imals. You probably don’t want 
to bring these items so you don’t 
lose them.

So, in conclusion, people can 
experience a variety of differ-
ent fears when going to camp, 
but in reality it is very likely 
that you will have fun no mat-
ter what!

S U M M E R  S C A R E S
BY LUCY FARLEY

Summer Camp: Fears and Fun
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FAREWELL GRAFFITI BOY!
WE WILL 

MISS YOU!

PHOTO BY FILIP PUŠENJAK


