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BY URI LUBETSKY 
AND CHARLIE BOLTIN

This year the Second Grade show’s 
theme is: Be K and G (“Kind and 
Gentle”)! There are two shows this 
year, one for the kids on Tuesday 
April 16th, and one for the parents on 
Wednesday April 17th.

We asked some second graders what 
we can expect from this year’s show:

What is the hardest song? 
Gregory I. said “Respect”; 
David B. said “Born This Way”; 
Charlie B. said; “Every song is easy!”

What is the theme? 
Gregory I. said “Everyone is Different”; 
David B.said “Make the world a bet-
ter place”.

What is the easiest song? 
Gregory I., David B., and Charlie B. 

all agree: “Everyone Belongs”.

Which song do you wish you could 
sing instead of your own class’s song? 
Gregory I. said “Everyone is Different”; 
David B. said “None, I wouldn’t want 
a different song”; 
Charlie B. said “Respect”.

So, sit back, relax, and enjoy 
the show!
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Get Ready for the Second Grade Show!

Lep or Luck?
BY ARIA HALL

  St. Patrick’s Day is usually a 
very lucky day for the Irish! The 
leprechauns are booming with gold 
and mischief for parents and children!

Did you know that St. Patrick was a 
person? St. Patrick is the patron saint 

of Ireland and the person who brought 
Christianity there?

What’s the deal with the shamrock 
(the Irish version of clover)? According 
to The New York Times website, 
shamrock is a staple of Irish imagery. 
Prior to Christianity and the work of 
St. Patrick, the Druids believed that 
they could thwart the evil spirits and 
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MAY 2019

2              

President Who??
BY ANSEL KREBS AND 

ALESSANDRA VIGNONE

You have heard of George Wash-
ington. And you have heard of Abra-
ham Lincoln. These two presidents 
are very famous—but there are 
presidents who don’t get recognized 
as much as other presidents. Today, 
we are showing you two presidents 
who, in our opinion, should be rec-
ognized: Franklin Pierce and Har-
ry S. Truman. Even though they 
weren’t the first president (Washing-
ton) nor did they help abolish slavery 
(Lincoln) we still need a president to 
head our government. All presidents 
deserve to be recognized as much as 
any other president.

One particular president who peo-
ple may not think of when they think 
of great presidents is Harry S. Tru-

man. He was born May 8, 1884 in 
Lamar, Missouri. He had one child, 
Margaret. He was the 33rd president 
and was president from 1945-1953. 
He was a successful farmer before 
he got elected. He served in World 
War I. When he got back, he got 
married to Elizabeth Virginia Wal-
lace and opened a haberdashery, 
which is a shop for men’s clothing 
and accessories. He then got inter-
ested in politics and was elected as a 
judge, which led to him becoming a 
senator. Then, he ran for vice pres-
ident along with Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt (or FDR, who was actu-
ally a very famous president who 
had already been elected 3 times). 
Roosevelt died just five weeks into 
his 4th presidency. Truman then be-
came president because when the 
president of the United States dies 

continued on next page

A PEEK AT
MR. BENDER

BY FILIP PUŠENJAK

PS 11 Paper: What were you 
most excited about today when 
you woke up this morning?

Mr. Bender: When I thought about 
today I was most excited about 
greeting everyone at the gate.
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BY DAVID BERKEBILE 
AND HARRY CHADAKOFF

Stupefy! You’ll be shocked by 
how yummy the drinks are at 
Steamy Hallows!
 

Steamy Hallows is the new 
Harry Potter-inspired pop-up café 
located at 514¾ East 6th St. in the 
East Village (Manhattan). Steamy 
Hallows is very creepy because it 
has a taxidermied bat, the bones of 
a snake, a mandrake’s screaming 
plant, a tarantula, and creepy 
footprints from the marauder’s map. 
It also features amazing drinks such 

as “Butter Beer Latte” and “Love 
Potion Number 9¾.” 

 
Are you curious about the 

ingredients for Butter Beer? It’s 
easy! All you need are espresso, hot 
chocolate, whipped cream, fairy dust, 
vanilla, butterscotch syrup, crushed 
golden snitch, and the best ingredient 
of them all . . . magic! Once you try it, 
you’ll want accio* more.
 

The manager does lots of movie-
themed pop-up cafés such as Star 
Wars and Beetlejuice. If you enjoy 
Steamy Hallows, you can follow them 
on Instagram @SteamyHallows.

Steamy Hallows: The New Honeydukes?

Editor's Notes: For those of you not familiar with the wizarding world of Harry Potter, Honeydukes is the candy shop featured in Harry Potter 
and the Prisoner of Azkaban. And the word accio is used to get someone to hand or fetch you an object, according to UrbanDictionary.com. 
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or quits, the vice president automati-
cally becomes president.

When Truman became president, 
he was faced with a lot of hard de-
cisions. While he was still vice pres-
ident, he was not informed that for-
eign and domestic scientists were 
racing to be the first to develop the 
atomic bomb. But when he became 
president, America succeeded in cre-
ating the weapon, and as we were 
in the midst of a huge war, Truman 
had to make a pretty quick decision 
on whether to use the bomb or not. 
He decided to drop the bomb, killing 
hundreds of thousands of people—
but bringing World War 2 to an end. 
It’s a decision historians still argue 
about. Truman was 74 when he died 
on December 26, 1972.

You may not know about the 14th 
president, Franklin Pierce. Even if 
you do know about Franklin Pierce, 
you may learn some cool facts you 
never knew! Franklin Pierce was 
born on November 23, 1804, in New 
Hampshire. Pierce’s family life was 
sad. His wife was suffering from ill-

ness and depression, two of his three 
children died young, and the third 
was killed in a train accident.

 
His wife Jane was often ill and 

didn’t want her husband to run for 
president. Their first child, Franklin 
Jr., died 3 days after his birth in 1836. 
Their second son, Frank Robert, died 
at age four in 1843 due to a case of ty-
phoid. Their third son, Benjamin, (but 
called “Bennie” by his parents), died 
in a horrible train wreck, only two 
months before his dad took place in 
office. Bennie was the only one to die 
in the train wreck and was only 11. 
Franklin Pierce lost all his children 
before he even became president.

 
Franklin Pierce served in the Mex-

ican-American War, and signed the 
Gadsden purchase of land from Mex-
ico. Franklin Pierce was a Northern 
Democrat who believed the Aboli-
tionist movement was a major threat 
to the unity of the nation. Abolition-
ists wanted to end slavery. The South 
did not want to end slavery because 
they felt they needed slaves to grow 
their crops and ending slavery would 
hurt their economy. The North and 

the South were in conflict, which 
President Pierce could not end. The 
Democrats did not want President 
Pierce to run for a second term. The 
South eventually decided to split 
from the United States and it led to 
the American Civil War. He died at 
age 64 because of cirrhosis.

In conclusion, there have been 44 
presidents of the United States (Gro-
ver Cleveland was elected two dif-
ferent times). We tend to only think 
about the ones who are more popu-
lar, for example, the ones who are on 
our money. However, all of them had 
something to contribute. Whether 
you think Truman was a bad presi-
dent or that he did his best, he still ran 
our democracy and fulfilled his duty 
as vice president, succeeding Presi-
dent Roosevelt when needed. Many 
people thought Pierce was a bad 
president, but he still was a president 
and he helped our democracy to keep 
standing just by being part of the pro-
cess. When it comes to our history 
and our past presidents, try checking 
them out, looking deeper into it and 
learning more about them. You might 
be surprised by what you find.
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President Who continued
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NOT—yet!—president Ema P.NOT president James VignonePresident Franklin Pierce President Harry Truman

SPOT THE PRESIDENT WHICH OF THESE IMAGES ARE US PRESIDENTS, AND WHAT 
ARE THEIR NAMES? AND WHO’S NOT (YET) A PRESIDENT?
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Pet Sweat
BY LANGLEY KREBS

Do you hate animals? If you do, read 
this and maybe you’ll change your 
mind. And if you like animals, read to 
see how you can work with them.

There are lots of animal jobs for 
you to do when you grow up, but not 
many for kids. Most animal jobs are 
hard to get into until you are a teen-
ager. This is because it’s not safe and 
most places can’t get insurance to 
protect kids. In the meantime, you 
can get your own pet. If someone in 
your family is allergic, you might be 
able to get a hypoallergenic pet. If 
you are the type of person who likes 
hairless animals, then you could get 
a cat like a hairless sphynx, but if 
you prefer fur, then get a hypoaller-
genic breed with hair, like a Russian 
blue cat or a poodle. If you want, 
you can also get a fish or a snake or 
animals like that. Another way you 
can be around animals is to ask your 
friends if you can help watch their 
pets while they are gone. Find out 
from the owner what to do and how 
to do it. And if you don’t understand 
it that much and you feel like you 
need help, ask your parent to help 
you out. Or you could go to an an-
imal-themed camp, like the Central 
Park Zoo summer camp.

Another option is to volunteer at an 
animal shelter. Best Friends Animal 
Shelter allows kid volunteers but you 
have to be at least 12 years old. That 
may be a few years away for some 
of you, but it’s something to keep in 
mind. You need a parent to volunteer 
with you until you are 16.

continued on next page

St. Patricks’s Word Search

BAGPIPE
BLARNEYSTONE
CABBAGE
FOURLEAFCLOVER
GREEN
IRELAND
LEPRECHAUN
MARCH
POTOFGOLD
RAINBOW

BY HARRY CHADAKOFFD Z R Y Q S T G T X T B L Y A
T L T I C I W R T X L I Z B F
N G O G I O R E U A K X C K O
B C P G B D Q E R C K G O Q U
B T X N F J E N L B L O G E R
X C I J R O E K M A M U X P L
O A S I W Y T V K A N W U I E
R C E X S X P O R B P D Z P A
Q L D T M Z C C P N N T N G F
C N O N U A H C E R P E L A C
U N M H T C A B B A G E T B L
E X G N Z Y J Z H D O C C J O
I W W G K Q S N M Z H G E N V
Y K J G E S Q W C U E O O G E
P X A Q I D E Y F M N V Z B R
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Transport to Mars!
BY ELI KAPLAN

 
Have you ever imagined a place 

without any form of transportation? 
Well that was exactly what it was 
like a long long time ago, and this is 
why we need it.

Transportation has grown a lot 
since the last century and before 
that. Back then there were only 
horses and horses pulling carriag-
es and trolleys, and now we have 
all kinds of transport like boats, 
planes, cars, jets, motorcycles, and 
more. Also, the type of fuel has 
changed a lot. We used to have 
just regular gasoline fuel, and now 
we’re starting to figure out elec-
tric cars, and soon we’ll have so-
lar-powered cars too. 

What about rockets? NASA plans 
to take people to Mars in around 24 
years in the 2030’s and 2040’s, while 
Elon Musk, CEO of SpaceX wants 

to take people to Mars in just a few 
years, like 2024, in his BFR rocket. 
He’s trying to make Mars seem pos-
sible, and make a Mars colony. He 
says there are two different paths: 
you could stay on Earth forever, or 
go to different planets. It will cost a 
lot to build the BFR rocket: SpaceX 
estimates it will cost 10 billion dol-
lars! Going to Mars may also help 
humanity because if an interna-
tional disaster on Earth happens we 
won’t go extinct because we may be 
able to live on a different planet.

Would you go to Mars if you were 
told that you might not be able to get 
back to Earth—but if you went you 
would be the most famous person 
ever? Everyone in the world knows 
who the first person on the moon 
was, so think about how famous the 
first person on Mars would be!

I interviewed these PS 11 stu-
dents, and here’s what they said: 
First grader Sadie K. said, “No”. 
Second graders David B. and Char-
lie B. said, “No”, and “Yes” respec-
tively. Third graders Isaac S., Gabri-
el G., and JP S. said, “Yes, if there 
is enough food and supplies.”, “No”, 
and “Yes”, respectively.

Back on Earth…we also have been 
relying on transportation since the 
beginning of time to transport our-
selves to different places, or to get 
things to other places.

In conclusion, in the coming 
years transportation will eventual-
ly get us to Mars and then to other 
planets while science keeps getting 
better. What planet do you think 
we’ll go to next?ILLUSTRATION BY ELI KAPLAN

Once you are an adult, you can work 
with animals all you want. Adults can 
be dog walkers, groomers, veterinari-
ans, veterinary technicians or pet sit-
ters. They can work at a pet hotel or 
teach pet CPR. Pet CPR is what you 
do when your pet is in an accident and 
you need to save it. Adults can feed 
animals as a zookeeper. They can help 
animals who are sick or injured at a 
pet hospital. They can also be a shelter 
worker or a dog trainer. And this is just 
some of the possible ideas.

If you are interested in being a vet, 
Dr. Michael Farber is a veterinari-
an who works at West Chelsea Vet-
erinary. He said, the funnest thing 
about being a vet is “helping the an-
imals out and seeing them get bet-

ter.” Being a vet is hard! You have 
to go to college for four years and 
then veterinary school for four more 
years! Dr. Farber said the hardest 
thing about being a vet is that you 
“have to do a lot of math, and some-
times our animals don’t get better.” 
That makes him sad. His favorite 
kinds of patients are “the ones who 
are most loved.” Kids can volunteer 
at West Chelsea Veterinary, but they 
have to be 16 and up. If you want to 

continued on next page
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Pet Sweat continued
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BY GABE NOVA
 
Did you know that the population 

of insects (including butterflies) 
has declined a lot in recent years? 
In the US, the Monarch butterfly 
population has gone down by 90% 
since 1999. Have you asked where 
are the bugs? Two summers ago, 
I went to Connecticut and had so 
many bug bites that I looked like 
a ball! Last summer, I went back 
to Connecticut and I only got two 
bug bites. I did some research and 
learned that the situation is more 
serious than I thought.  

The bug population is in such se-
rious decline that our ecosystem and 
food chains are being threatened. 
Bugs are dying because of people. 
People are causing climate change 
and ruining habitats. If people don’t 
change what they are doing fast, then 
in a decade, our food supply will be 
in jeopardy.  According to the New 
York Times, the most recent bugs 
that have gone extinct are:

1. Tobias’ caddisfly (Hydropsyche 
tobiasi)

2. Pecatonica river mayfly (Acan-
thametropus pecatonica)

3. Campsicnemus mirabilis
4. Saint Helena earwig (Labidura 

herculeana)
5. Robert’s stonefly (Alloperla 

roberti)

Second grader Charlie B. said that 
he had noticed the decline of bugs. He 
suggested that people can improve 
their actions by recycling more and 
littering less. Marliece K., a PS11 
parent, said she, too, noticed fewer 
bugs. She suggested buying honey 

and other produce to help farmers.  
She also said that she plants a small 
garden of native flowers to give bees 
a place to stay.  Another parent, 
Dawn K., said that she buys more or-
ganic food to encourage farmers to 
limit their use of pesticides.

As you have read, bugs are dying.  
We need bugs to keep the human 
race going. What can you do?

PHOTO BY GABE NOVA

“Bugpocalypse” is coming

SAD FACTS  
• Missing bugs will alter the planet.
• The “windshield phenomenon” 

is the name given to people’s 
sense that fewer insects get 
squashed when they drive than 
used to happen.

• We are growing accustomed to 
our environmental decline.

• Huge numbers of bugs have been 
lost, and some insect-eating ani-
mals have gone missing too.

• Bugs can’t regulate their internal 
heat so they die when tempera-
ture rises due to climate change.

• Pesticides and habitat loss are also 
culprits of the “bugpocalypse”

• Our food supply is in jeopardy.
• A U.N. report estimated the 

world has little more than a 
decade left to wrangle climate 
change under control.

get more information, you can also 
get a tour at any age!

Another job working with pets is be-
ing a dog groomer. A dog groomer is 
someone who shampoos your dog, gets 
stuff out of their fur, gives their hair a 
trim, brushes it and clips their nails. 
At Downtown Doghouse, they sell a 
blueberry facial for your dog. Nancy, 
the owner, is really happy she works 
with animals. There are two ways to 
become a dog groomer: become an 
apprentice (someone who helps a dog 
groomer while the dog groomer shows 
them how it’s done) or go to grooming 
school. According to Nancy, you need 
“a lot of experience” for her to hire you. 
Just like most places, “kids can’t really 
work with the dogs because the dogs 
can be nervous so it’s not safe.” One 
time, Nancy was bitten by a dog and 
had to get stitches. She found her love 
of dogs as an adult, when she got her 
first dog. When she’s walking around 
in the neighborhood, sometimes a dog 
that knows her from her shop sees her 
and comes up to say “Hi.” That’s her 
favorite part of her job.

As you can see, working with an-
imals is awesome, whether you do it 
now or later when you are older. So, 
try to fit animals into your life.  

Pet Sweat continued

danger by holding a four-leaf clover 
(or shamrock)! According to the Irish 
legends, people who find and capture 
a leprechaun and steal his magic ring, 
amulet, or coin may trade their freedom 
for treasure. Leprechauns usually grant 
the person three wishes just like a genie!

So, if you want to catch your own 
leprechaun and get your own taste 
of luck then get your traps ready, in 
position, and…action!

Lep or Luck continued
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BY CHARLIE BOLTIN

Our roving reporter hit the play-
ground and talked to a bunch of 
second graders at PS11 to talk about 
their haircut preferences.

 
“I got to like this haircut because it 

saves me from the sun” said Luca V. 

“First I had short hair, then I wanted 
it long, so that’s why I got a long hair 
cut.”

 
“My mom makes me get it” said 

Sienna G. “I hate it.”
 
“When I was little, I had short 

hair,” said Eleanora L. “My mom 

thought it was cute so I asked her to 
get the same haircut. It’s short with a 
French braid.”

 
John J. said he recently visited 

his barber and got a fade. A fade 
is hair at the sides and is cut as 
close as possible with clippers and 

Word on the Street: Cuts & Trends

BY HARRY CHADAKOFF

Astor Place Hairstylists, lo-
cated in downtown Manhattan, 
claims that a lot of famous people 
get their haircut there. But who 
knows if that’s really true? I can 
say that I DO know it’s true! The 
last time I got my haircut there, 
who sat down next to me? New 
York City Mayor, Bill de Blasio!

 
The Astor Place shop has been 

owned by the Vezza family since 
1947, which was right around the 
time my grandparents were born, 
and the shop is now run by the 
grandchildren of the first owners. 
Astor Place is known for its cheap 
prices, quick service, and staff of 
70 barbers from all corners of the 
globe. Many barbers are of Ital-
ian and Russian-Jewish descent. 
There are also barbers from Mo-
rocco, Trinidad, St. Lucia, the 
Dominican Republic and Argenti-
na, to name a few.

 
Although the Astor Place shop 

is running strong today, the place 

nearly closed in the late 1960s. 
Just when it was about to take its 
final breath, famed artist, Andy 
Warhol, stopped in for a hair-
cut and word spread. By the next 
week, there was a line out the door 
and the shop was saved!

 
Since then, celebrities have 

played a big part in the success 
of the shop. People such as Bruce 
Willis, Sugar Ray Leonard, Ben 
Affleck, Robert De Niro (with his 
kids), Hilary Swank, Matt Damon 
and David Bowie have all been re-
ported to be regulars. 

 
But this famed barber shop is 

not only for celebs. It’s where rich 
and poor, famous and not famous, 
young and old, and every other 
person can all come to get a hair-
cut and all are treated the same. As 
manager Mike Saviello says “We 
run the gamut – from old ladies to 
kids getting their first haircut. We 
get punk rockers and Wall Street 
guys and heads of hedge funds.”

 
Well…they got me too!

Haircuts with Harry
HARRY 

CHADAKOFF’S
“HAIRY”

 HISTORY
BY CHARLIE BOLTIN

Hi Harry. Let’s talk hair-
cuts. What haircut do you 
usually get?

If my hair is really long, and 
I’m going to a tropical va-
cation, I get it cut short. But 
if I’m not going anywhere, 
then I just get a trim.

What’s your favorite hair-
cut?

Mohawk. But I rarely get it.

How many times a year do 
you get a haircut?

Six to eleven times a year.

continued on page 10
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BY TEDDY KENNELL

It’s college basketball season and 
fans got to see another NCAA Men’s 
Basketball Tournament that was ex-
citing and did not disappoint (unless 
your team lost). The tournament has 
changed a lot since it first began in 
1939 when only eight teams were in-
vited to play. Today, 68 Division One 
college basketball teams face off to 
see which college team is the nation-
al champion for the year. The tour-
nament always begins in March and 
there are always upsets, which is why 
it’s referred to as “March Madness”. 
In order to advance, teams have to 
win every game they play.  The maxi-
mum amount of games that a champi-
on team will play is seven.  

The teams are selected on the 
Sunday before the tournament be-
gins. The colleges selected are given 
“seeds” or rankings and placed in 
one of four regional “brackets.” Some 
fans try to guess who will win each 
and every game, but the chances of 
guessing all the winners of each game 
are 1 in 9.2 quintillion, according to 
the NCAA.  No one has ever picked a 

perfect bracket! It’s so difficult to win 
because of all the upsets! There were 
two upsets on this year’s opening day 

alone!  Number 10-seed Minnesota 
beat Number 7-seed Louisville with 
a final score of 86-76.  Murray State, 
a 12-seed, upset Number 5-seed Mar-
quette with a score of 83-64.  

Watching the first week of games is 
a lot of fun because there are 36 games 
in the first few days alone! Most of the 
games are played on Thursday and 
Friday of the first week. The fun starts 
at noon and goes late into the night. 

Now that we know the 2019 final 
champions, who do you think will 
win next year?

TEDDY’S CORNER
BY TEDDY KENNELL

Teddy’s pre-tournament 
prediction:

“Most people think Duke is 
favored to win, but I personal-
ly don’t agree. In order to ad-
vance to the finals, Duke has 
to compete and win against 
a lot of really good teams 
like University of Virginia and 
University of North Carolina 
and they have to make sure 
that their star player, Zion Wil-
liamson, doesn’t get injured 
like he did earlier this season.  
The best way to top off Duke 
is to play their game by being 
fast on offense. I honestly 
think UVA will win it all.”

What actually happened:

The 2019 NCAA Men’s Basket-
ball Champion is University of 
Virginia. In overtime.

Teddy says:

“Surprisingly, I got it right! 
Well, partly right. Carolina 
and Duke didn’t make it to 
the Final Four, but UVA did 
win. Overall, I feel like the 
championship game was a 
lead blower—the players 
used too much energy at the 
beginning of the game and 
didn’t have enough to finish.  
For example, Texas Tech was 
up by a lot and then they 
flopped their lead. UVA de-
served to win because they 
played strong all season.”

What the “Madness” 
Happened...?

PHOTO BY TEDDY KENNELL

It’s NBA Playoff Time!
BY DAVID BERKEBILE 
AND URI LUBETZKY

The year is 1998—more than a 
decade before we were born—but 
this is a legendary moment that 
even we know about...it’s the last 
six seconds of the final game in 
the NBA Playoffs Championship 

Tournament between the Chicago 
Bulls and the Cleveland Cavaliers 
(also known as the Cavs).  There 
have been two lead changes in 
the last four seconds alone. There 
are six seconds left on the clock. 
There is a pass to Michael Jordan.  
He shoots at the free-throw line…

continued on next page
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ILLUSTRATION BY DAVID BERKEBILE

and...the shot is good!!  Jordan hits 
the buzzer beater and the Bulls win! 
This moment becomes known as 
“The Shot.” 

This year, on April 13th, the NBA 
playoffs begin. The playoffs are a se-
ries of basketball game contests and 
the winner of the tournament takes 
the NBA championship title and the 
trophy. Everyone who loves pro bas-
ketball gets excited for the playoffs!  
This year, people are waiting to see 
if the Milwaukee Bucks will win 
because they are favored and they 
have the number one seed in the en-
tire league.  The playoffs are between 
the best sixteen NBA teams -- eight 
from the Western Conference and 
eight from the Eastern Conference. 

The most favored teams in each con-
ference plays against the least favored 
teams in that conference in a best-of-
seven game series (for example, the 
number one seed plays the “best of 
seven” against the number eight seed, 
and the number two seed plays the 
“best of seven” against the number 
seven seed...now you know the drill). 
The winners of each conference play 
against each other in the NBA Finals!

Historically, the Boston Celtics 
have won the most NBA Finals with 
a record 17 times! The Celtics also 
had some huge stars like Larry Bird, 
Bill Russell and Kyrie Irving.  More 
recently, however, the team that won 
the Finals the most is the Golden State 
Warriors with four wins in the last 10 
years; in fact, the Warriors have won 

the Finals four times in a row and 
each time against the Cavs. The War-
riors’ star player is Stephen Curry and 
the Cavs’ star was Lebron James (but 
Lebron moved to the L.A. Lakers and 
now the Cavs are the third worst team 
in the league). Steady Buckets coach, 
Tommy Kieblesz, said that his favor-
ite team is the Lakers, but the Lakers 
are eliminated this year. Like most 
New Yorkers, second grader Grego-
ry Ipeirotis’s favorite team is the New 
York Knicks, but the Knicks have also 
been eliminated. New York’s other 
team, the Brooklyn Nets, qualified for 
the NBA playoffs—at time of writing 
they’re on the brink of elimination 
against the Philadelphia 76ers.

Good luck to all teams and let’s en-
joy the ride!

NBA Play Off Time continued
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fades (or tapers) up into almost any 
length on top.

 
Jonah M. has a partial mohawk 

with shaved sides. “I got this haircut 
because it’s in between a mohawk and 
my old hairstyle.”

“I got this haircut in San Diego 
and I just like it,” said Eliza S. of 
her bob hairstyle.

 
And Ella G. isn’t totally satisfied with 

her current style. “I don’t like my bangs, 
but I like my short hair” she said.

 
Charlie also stopped by two barber 

shops to talk hair cutting and hair 
style trends. Charlie’s first stop? Fel-
low Barber in Chelsea to talk to bar-
ber, Emanuel.

 
“Hair has been my passion since I 

was 12 years old” said Emanuel. “I 
learned how [to cut hair] by watching 
people since I was little and by cutting 
my friends’ hair for free.” 

 
Emanuel said he attended Diadema 

Academy, a beauty school in Milan, 
Italy, which is known as the fashion 
capital of the world.

 
“I love cutting hair!” Emanuel 

said enthusiastically. “It’s not a job 
– it’s a passion.”

 
Emanuel offered advice to parents 

wondering how often they should 
bring their kids for a haircut: long 
hair, every two months, and every 
few weeks for short hair.

 
Final stop? Doodle Doo’s, talking 

hair trends with owner, Dana Rywelksi. 
Doodle Doo’s has a shop on Christopher 
Street in the West Village and a second 
location on 25th Street in Chelsea.

 “We are seeing a lot of short hair-
cuts for boys similar to soccer play-
ers” Dana said. “For example, mo-
hawks, faux-hawks [fake mohawks 
with longer sides] and a mullet-type 
style with the sides shaved and the 
back and middle long.”

 
Another popular style for boys is 

the “undercut” with the sides shaved 
and a long section on top which can 
fall to either side.

 
“And for girls, we are seeing a lot 

of bobs and wedges” Dana explained.

 When asked if kids are still getting 
their hair colored, she very excitedly 
said “YES! Both boys and girls are 

still doing it! The most popular col-
ors seem to be blue, red and pink.”

 Aside from kids who try to give 
themselves their own haircut, one of 
the craziest hair styles Dana has ever 
seen is a boy who always leaves a 
section in the back growing. “He has 
never cut it,” she explained. “It’s like a 
long tail in the back. Very interesting!”

 
Sometimes, kids come into her 

shop not knowing what hair style they 
want, so Dana tries to offer help be-
fore breaking out the scissors. “We 
talk to them about what they want and 
help them choose a style that fits their 
own hair and look, and we show them 
pictures to give them ideas.”

Word on the Street continued

PHOTOS BY CHARLIE BOLTIN
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1. Do you play video games? 
Yes–Mancala, Flow and Solitaire. 

2. Are you cool?  
Well... I think I’m cool! 

3. Can you do the “Orange 
Justice” dance?  
I can do MY version of the 
Orange Justice [attempts to 
demonstrate the dance...] 

4. On a scale of 1-10, how much 
do you like P.S. 11?  
I can’t go to ten. I have to go to 
infinity and beyond. 

5. On a scale of 1-10, how much 
do you like teaching? 
There’s nothing I like more. 

6. What do you do during lunch? 
Eat and talk. 

7. What’s your favorite sport?   
Running. 

8. Who’s your favorite sports player? 
Aaron Judge [New York Yankees] 

9. What’s your favorite animal? 
Cats. I have one named 
Daydream. 

10. What kind of stuffed animals do 
you have? 
I have a llama. He’s called “Lamby.” 
It’s the only kid toy I have. 

11. Do you like Oreos? 
Yes, double stuffed.

Questions with...
  MS. Forschein
                   PS11 Teacher (2-305)

PHOTO BY AMBAA KAVANAGH

BY ARIA HALL, AMBAA KAVANAGH AND TEDDY KENNELL

TOMMY AND THE MISTERY 
OF THE MISSING PANTS

BY 
HARRY CHADAKOFF 

AND
 CHARLIE BOLTIN
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JOURNALISTS WANTED: WRITE FOR THE PS11 POST!
We’d love you to join the team! Get in touch on ps11paper@gmail.com 


