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The end of the school year is the time 
for everyone to move on. The end of 
the year feels like a big accomplish-
ment because you can look back over 
the year and think about what you 
learned and what you have created. 
For fifth graders, this is an especial-
ly big accomplishment because they 
can look back on all of their years 
at P.S. 11, from kindergarten, when 
kids are learning to read and tie their 
shoes, to fifth grade, where kids act 
in the school show, create science 
projects, and do other fun things. 

Adrian Kehlmann felt that this year 
he, “learned how to have a social life 
and an academic life and still have 
fun.” He also said 5th grade “literal-
ly taught me everything I know.” He 
is excited about next year to go to a 

new school, make new friends and 
be able to reinvent himself.

 Ben Ro learned at P.S. 11 that, 
“hard work in life pays off.” Next 
year, he is looking forward to being 
with some old friends and making 
new friends.

 Sydney Grossman felt that the most 
important thing she learned during her 
time at P.S. 11 was, “how to be a good 
student and that being a good student is 
more than just studying. It is working 
hard and being zesty and gritty.” This 
year, she learned how to think differ-
ently because of Ms. Kosinski’s group 
discussions. Next year, she is excited to 
be in a new environment. If there were 
a vote, she would be chosen, “Most 
Likely to Finish a Book First.”

Ella Scandura learned persever-

ance. “Even if there is something 
that you are not good at, you can 
work hard and you can get better at 
anything.” She is looking forward to 
making new friends and for new op-
portunities for after school and class-
es. She wants to be a teacher when 
she grows up.

Sophie Grossman “learned a lot 
of new strategies in reading to grow 
my thinking to an even higher level. 
When I grow up, I’m either going to 
become a teacher for younger kids 
or a pediatrician. I’m going to travel 
all over the world and my first stop? 
China, to walk the Great Wall.”

Brigid Allen learned about the im-
portance of math in the real world. 
She gained knowledge, “in Wash-
ington, D.C. when we experienced 
being at the National Mall and the 
importance of different times and 
places, wars and treaties.” When 
she grows up, she is going to be, “a 
person who helps people who need it 
and a mom, with a job that challeng-
es me and allows me to have fun.” If 
there were a vote today, she might be 
voted, “Most Likely to Succeed.”

Owen Kivett learned coding this 
year! He wants to be an archaeologist 
when he grows up. 

Miriam Saab learned about deci-
mals and wants to be a teacher when 
she grows up.

Jacob Silverstein learned how to 
read and write more proficiently. He 
looks forward to learning a new lan-
guage next year and he wants to be a 
baseball player. He would most likely 
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be voted, “Best in Math.”
Asher Blackman learned how to 

elaborate in writing–how to make 
his writing longer and more rich so 
that people will actually want to read 
it. He is looking forward to his new 
school next year and meeting new 
people there. “When I grow up, I am 
going to be a politician or a debater.” 
If there were a vote, he’d probably be 
voted, “Best Debater.”

Emily Friedman learned the dif-
ference between leaps and hops in 
dance, how to divide decimals and 
balance her time. She is looking for-
ward to more independence and af-
ter school clubs. When she grows up, 
she’d like to be, “a mom of 3 kids and 
teaching 3rd grade.” She thinks she’d 
be voted, “Most Likely to Laugh.”

Carson Ferrant liked learning how 

to code this year and looks forward 
to starting a new school. He’d like to 
become a web developer and would 
be, “Most Likely to Be Most Gritty.”

Tyler Ferrant learned how to write 
memoirs at P.S. 11 this year and 
plans to be an architect in the future. 
He would be voted, “Most Creative.”

Rachel Hodorov learned more 
math, like fractions and percentages. 
She is looking forward to learning 
algebra next. She would like to be a 
chef when she grows up.

Max Lee developed “reading and 
writing more proficiently” this year. He 
would probably be voted, “Most Likely 
to Have the Coolest Eyeglasses.”

In addition, Ruby Wildman (3rd 
grade) said that this year, she learned 
a lot about friendship. She can’t wait 
for the fourth grade hip-hop and tal-
ent show. Nora Wildman (3rd grade) 

learned how to write a good reading 
response and is looking forward to 
new friends as well.

As for me, Nate Wildman, I 
learned that friends are everything 
and that friends can get you through 
the toughest of times. My friends 
have always been there for me and I 
can always rely on them. I remem-
ber when my friend, Ella, and I were 
in Kindergarten and we were terri-
fied of the bus because the driver did 
not know where she was going. We 
helped each other through that scary 
time. Now, we actually have tons of 
fun on the bus. Next year, I am excit-
ed to go a new school. I know I am 
going to have to work really hard, 
but I am up for the challenge. I know 
that I will make new friends there, 
but that I will always have my P.S. 11 
friends, too. 

MOVING ON continued 

Field Day Fun !!!
BY ARI LULLA

Weeks ago, Mr. Nichols, our gym 
teacher, started planning our 15th 

anniversary Field Day–a day of 
sports. Mr. Bender had announced 

that if anyone vandalized P.S. 11, 
Field Day would be canceled! 

Luckily, it was not! Mr. Nichols said 
his favorite event of this year is the 
“Over Under Relay,” and lucky for 

us, we got upgraded and new gear! 
Everyone loves new stuff and nice 

fun, so that’s what Mr. Nichols did. 
He also played with some teams 
and encouraged them, so it was 
good. Some participants rated Field 
Day on a scale of 1 to 10:
Edwin: 9
Lorenzo: 9
Amanda: 8
Mr.Nichols: 10
Ari: 9
We all LOVE Field Day, so let’s have 
some spirit. Go P.S. 11 and Happy 
Field Day!!!!
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Overheard at 
LUNCH:

Everyone should visit Sedona, a city in 
the state of Arizona! I visited during 
spring break. It was hot and sunny and 
there were many outdoor activities to 
enjoy. On the other hand, the Grand 
Canyon, a national park in the north-
ern region of the state, is not a place I 
would recommend because I think it 
is dangerous because of the accidents.

One reason to visit Sedona is the 
warm temperature. I like that be-
cause you can swim in the pool to 
cool off. And I really liked the pool. 
Also, my mom didn’t have to bundle 
me up. I like that because I don’t like 
all of those layers. Sedona is also in 
the midst of Red Rock Mountains 
and it’s beautiful. I have never seen 
anything like it. I visited Slide Rock 
State Park near Sedona, which is 
surrounded by red rocks and the wa-
ter in the river was nice and chilly. 

Enter with caution!
The Grand Canyon seems to be 

dangerous because when I went bike 
riding on the South Rim of the Can-
yon, there were no rails and it was ter-
rifying! The drop seemed everlasting. 
There seemed to be no end.  There 
was a deep canyon just ten feet away 
from me and my bike. There were 
also no rails on the hiking trails going 
inside the Canyon. This may also be 
dangerous when the weather is windy, 
which was the case during my visit. 
The Grand Canyon claimed 21 deaths 
in 2012, which was the highest that 
year for all national parks. Perhaps if 
there were high rails around the rim 
and on the trails, it would be safer. 

The next time you are planning a 
vacation, let me suggest a thumbs up 
for Sedona and thumbs down for the 
Grand Canyon.

Adventures in Arizona
CONTRIBUTED BY IAN CAMPBELL           EDITED BY LENA BONDS

Overheard at 
LUNCH:

Mango, Popcorn, Ham & White 
American Sandwich
“I wish I never eat popcorn 
because I never like to eat it.” 
–Karina, 3rd grade.

Chocolate Sandwich & Straw-
berries
“Sometimes I would like some-
thing less sweet, like a turkey 
sandwich.” –Maya, 3rd grade.

Pizza, Apples & Oranges 
“Love the pizza when it’s in a 
bagel form. It’s better and looks 
delicious.” –Keila, 2nd grade.

Veggie Quesadillas with Salsa
“I wish my quesadilla was 
cheesier than it is now.” –Anna, 
2nd grade.

Chicken Tacos with Taco Sauce
“We love the tacos and wish we 
had them every week.” –Olivia, 
1st grade; –Mia, 2nd grade; –
Skylar, 1st grade.

Spinach Tortellini and Apple 
Slices 
“Would love to have cheese 
tortellinis instead of spinach 
tortellinis, even though they are 
a healthier choice.” –Alana, 4th 
grade.

Salmon, Cream Cheese Bagel & 
Banana
“I love eating salmon everyday 
because of the taste.” –Acacia, 
2nd grade.

Mac & Cheese & Banana
“It tastes so delicious that I had 
more.” –Eva, 4th grade. 

BY BRIANA HASIMAJ
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JOKES of the MONTH
BY RUBY WILDMAN

What bee can never be understood?
A mumble bee.

“Waiter, do you have frog legs?” 
No, I’ve always walked like this.

What do you get if you cross a snowman and a tiger?
Frost bite.

On June 16, all of the fifth graders 
put on their dancing shoes for their 
parents and demonstrated their 
ballroom dancing skills. A boy and 
girl from each 5th grade class were 
also chosen to represent P.S. 11 in 
the citywide competition. The first 
round took place on Wednesday, 
June 15 at 4:30 at P.S. 57.

Awesaaaaaaaame Things to Do
BY JENSEN KREBS

 
Things to do for your summer play-cation. There are 10 suggestions for all ten weeks of summer.

PHOTO BY GABE KENNELL

 1. See a movie. New releases 
this summer include BFG, The 
Secret Life of Pets, Ice Age: 
Collision Course, Nine Lives 
and Pete's Dragon.

 2. Make up a game. For 
example, "Hide and Splash." 
It's kind of like Hide and Seek, 
except the seeker has to am-
bush the hider with a splash of 
water. You play it outside and 
use water guns. 

 3. Visit a museum.

 4. Take a selfie in front of a 
famous landmark.

 5. Set up a lemonade stand.

 6. Try to go without your 
favorite thing for a week.

 7. Try a new sport.

8. Volunteer. Try reading 

books at the school for the blind 
or walking dogs and cleaning 
cages at the animal hospital.

 9. Have a froyo tasting. Visit all 
the frozen yogurt shops in your 
neighborhood, sample a few 
flavors at each one and rank your 
favorites.

 10. Think of all the fun you just 
had and get ready for the next 
school year!
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Monthly Poll:  
Are you leaving the country over the summer?    YES      NO

 
POLLSTERS: BRIANA HASIMAJ, VIOLET SHEFFER-STEVENS, NORA WILDMAN AND RUBY WILDMAN

5th Grade4th Grade3rd Grade2nd Grade1st GradeKindergarten

With only a few days left of school, 
most of us are thinking about sum-
mer break and all of the fun things 
we are going to do. However, it was 
only six short months ago when we 
celebrated New Year’s Eve and some 
of us made New Year’s resolutions. 
Did you keep yours? Do you even re-
member what they were? 

I revisited some P.S. 11 students to 
see how well they did in keeping their 
January resolutions. One student was 
a third grader named Hayden. She 
wanted to visit her cousins more. 
She kept her resolution, but she said 
it was hard to do because they don’t 
live close by. She ended up keeping 
in touch through FaceTime. Vicky, in 
first grade, made a resolution to eat 
less junk food and she found that to 
be really easy to keep. A third grader 
named Ava was another student that 
didn’t have a hard time keeping her 
resolution, which was to be a kinder 
person.

There were a few students who had 
a really hard time keeping their res-
olutions. Fifth grader, Rachel, found 

it really hard to be neater and fellow 
fifth grader, Sarann, said it was hard 
to stop biting her nails, but they did 
it! Another student, Monica, made a 
resolution to read more books. She 
did it, but it was very hard to find 
the time. The only person who took 
part in January’s survey who did 
not keep her resolution was a fourth 
grader named Grace. She wanted 
to get better food in the cafeteria. 
Although she tried hard, she said, 

Did You Keep Your Resolution?
BY: AMANDA BALLAS

PHOTO BY EDWIN HOROWITZ

“every time I try to help, nothing 
ever changes.” 

Only 45% of Americans make New 
Year’s resolutions. Out of that group 
of people, only 8% keep them. Why 
is it so hard for people to make their 
goals? Experts say that, sometimes 
we make our goals too big, we don’t 
have enough time, or we give up too 
easily. Out of the seven people pre-
viously interviewed, 85% kept their 
resolutions.  I think that’s really good.
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Founding  
Fathers

BY CARMEN LACOSTA KOLSRUD

On June 19, it was Father’s Day! On that day, we cel-
ebrated our fathers, who love us and care for us. We not 
only celebrate our fathers, we can also celebrate our 
founding fathers. They are called our Founding Fathers 
because they helped us find a new world, which became 
America. Fathers love us and guide us and they lead the 
way. That’s what our Founding Fathers did for us. There 
are 7 Founding Fathers and here they are:

George Washington was 
the first President of the 
United States, from 1789 
to 1797. George Washing-
ton was called the Father 
of his Country. He had a 
strong leadership. George 
was born February 22, 
1732 and died in Decem-
ber, 1817, at age 67. He 
fought in 12 wars.

Alexander Hamilton 
was a lawyer, economist, 
military leader, political 
scientist, government 
official, journalist. He was 
born on January 11, 1755 or 
1757. He was abandoned 
by his father in 1766 and 
grew up on the island of 
St. Croix. He came to the 
mainland colonies in 1773. 
Hamilton married Elizabeth 
Schuyler. He died on July 
12, 1804. Alexander Hamil-
ton’s place of death is New 
York City. He is now the 
face on the ten dollar bill. 

John Adams was the 
second President of the 
United States of America. 
He had 2 younger broth-
ers named Peter and Elihu. 
John’s birthplace was 
Braintree, Massachusetts. 
He was born on October 
20, 1735 and died July 
4, 1826 (the same day as 
Thomas Jefferson!) age 
90.

Benjamin Franklin was 
the 6th President of Penn-
sylvania, which basically 
means he was the gov-
ernor. Later, he helped 
draft the Declaration of 
Independence. He was 
born on January 17, 1706 
in Boston, Massachusetts 
Bay and died on April 17, 
1798, age 84, in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, United 
States. Ben Franklin had 3 
children named, William, 
Francis and Sarah. He 
was taught at Boston Latin 
School. 

Thomas Jefferson was 
the 3rd President of the 
United States of America. 
He was born on April 13, 
1743 and died on July 4, 
1826, age 83. He died in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. 
Thomas Jefferson had 
6 children, including 2 
Lucy’s! Mr. Jefferson was 
President from March 4, 
1801 to March 4, 1809.

James Madison was born 
March 16, 1751. He died on 
June 28, 1836, age 85, in 
Orange, Virginia. Madison 
had 1 step-son named 
John Payne Todd. He was 
the 4th U.S. President 
from 1809 to 1817 and led 
the War of 1817. He had a 
very strong army. 

Who would you add?
Imagine your “Founding 
Father” here. What 
important things would 
you include about him?

John Jay was the 2nd 
governor of New York 
and the President of the 
Continental Congress, the 
first U.S. government. He 
was born on December 
12, 1745. He died May 17, 
1829, age 83. He had 6 
children, named Peter, 
Susan, Maria, Ann,  
William and Sarah Louisa.

BY EDWIN HOROWITZ
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The USA is going to have new mon-
ey! They are replacing the old faces 
with new ones. The news is that they 
are going to be putting more women 
on the bills.  Harriet Tubman will be 
on a new $20 bill. She was a former 
slave and will get the front of the bill, 
while President Andrew Jackson 
will get the back, next to an image of 
the White House. Alexander Hamil-
ton was going to get taken off of the 
$10 bill, but because of how popular 
the musical, “Hamilton,” was, peo-
ple demanded that he stay on the bill. 
He helped establish the first national 
bank. The back of the $10 bill will 
feature leaders of the women’s suf-
frage movement instead of a picture 
of the Treasury.

Many Americans are very glad to 
have new money–especially wom-
en. The last time a woman was on a 
paper note was in the 
late 1800s, when First 
Lady, Martha Wash-
ington, appeared on 
the $1 silver certifi-
cate. Pocahontas was 
also on the $20 bill 
from 1865 to 1869. “I 
am very thankful that 
women are being rep-
resented more in our 
country,” said local 
mom, Courtney Alli-
son. 

 They are now print-
ing the bills. They are 
going  to be released 
in 2020, the 100th 
anniversary of the 

passage of the 19th Amendment, 
which gave women the right to vote. 
Speaking of voting, the P.S. 11 stu-
dents took a survey to vote whom 
they would put on the new $20 bill. 
Some women that kids voted for 
were Hillary Clinton, Eleanor Roo-
sevelt, Eliza Hamilton, Rosa Parks, 
and Sybil Ludington. Other famous 
people who got votes were Bernie 
Sanders, Barack Obama, profession-
al footballer, Lionel Messi, and Alan 
Rickman, who played Snape in the 
Harry Potter series. Finally, some of 
the funniest votes were people vot-
ing for themselves, their dog, their 
teacher, their parents and even Mr. 
Bender! All of America, from the 
major political parties to the smallest 
student in Manhattan, is celebrating 
the birth of new money and I hope 
you are, too.

MAY 2016

PHOTO BY CAROLINE STÖHRER

A PEEK AT 

MR. BENDER
BY NORA WILDMAN

Q: What are you going to miss 
this year?
A: I will miss the fifth graders.
 
Q: What are your plans for 
summer?
A: I work all summer, then, 
I’m going to Cambodia and 
Thailand.
 
Q: What is your favorite 
moment of this year?
A: Camping trip and being a 
Showcase School.
 
Q: What was your favorite 
musical at P.S. 11?
A: I can’t choose! The kids 
work so hard, and they’re all 
talented!

A Change That’s Right  
on the Money

BY ELEANOR HOROWITZ

PROCURED BY LORENZO MATIZ

PROCURED BY LORENZO MATIZ
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Featured Artwork
ART EDITOR: ASHER BLACKMAN       ARTIST:  ANSEL KREBS, 2ND GRADE 
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My Evil Plan
BY SAMANTHA ZAINO

——     F I C T I O N    ——

BY SYDNEY GROSSMAN

Darth Vader opened the pink 
and yellow car door and walked 
slowly out of it. He approached 
the wand shop, called “My Very 
Own Wand.” Then, he dramati-
cally walked into the store like he 
owned the place, and said, “I am 
the greatest person alive and soon 
to be the only.” He bought a long, 
skinny, black wand. “My plan will 
succeed.” He walked through a 

pink brick wall to leave the store 
instead of the door, calling back, 
“Ya better get someone to fix 
that, and I know it ain’t gonna be 
me.” Next, he went to a pet store 
and passed a hobo. “Loser with 
a cape!” called the hobo. “Like I 
care,” said Darth Vader and car-
ried on with his business. In the 
pet store, he bought a red-eyed, 
psycho dog which was the last step 

in his evil plan. Darth Vader went 
home. 

“Daddy!” called out Vader’s son, 
Death Vader. “Hi, honey,” replied 
Darth Vader. “I have a surprise for 
you.” Darth Vader put on a magic 
show for Death Vader. He used the 
wand to make a wall appear then 
walked through it and when he 
came back, he was a psycho dog. 
And they lived happily ever after!
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P.S. 11 Paper Staff 

Amanda:  I learned that sometimes 
things don't go your way.
Agostina: I learned that it is very 
hard to work on the Newspaper, but 
it is also very fun. I made some new 
friends, but as I missed three months 
of the paper, I still thought it was fun.
Ari: I totally loved my position in the 
Paper!
Asher: I would really like to add com-
ics.
Ashley: I learned to "get the scoop."
Briana: I really liked my position in 
the Paper this year!
Carmen: The Newspaper was very 
fun and I felt like I was real “press.”
Caroline: I liked being a photogra-

pher because I could take snapshots 
of what was happening.
Dan: I loved writing the fictional 
story!
Edwin: I feel like it's really fun!
Eleanor: The school Newspaper is 
very exciting! 
Gabe: The Newspaper was really 
good!
Jensen: I hope everyone liked this 
year's Paper editions! See ya!
Joe: The P.S. 11 Paper is great. You 
learn how to write stories with lots 
and lots and lots of meaning.
Juliette: For all of you folks who 
want to be on the Newspaper, I 
recommend you do it because it is 

really fun. My last two years at P.S. 11 
have really been a spectacular time 
because I have made lots of new 
friends and it will stick as a memory 
to me for the rest of my life.
Karina: The Newspaper gave me a 
lot of opportunities to do different 
jobs. For example, I was field report-
er, on the special items team, and a 
photographer this year. This was fun 
for me because I like participating in 
different fun things at P.S. 11, like the 
Newspaper.
Lauren: I had a fun time doing 
photography because I loved being 
challenged to take different kinds of 

continued 

BY SETH COHEN
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1. How old were you when you fell 
in love with theater?
I was 12 years old and in 7th grade. 
I sang in the chorus in elementary 
school, but I didn’t start doing plays 
until middle school.  

2. Are you an actor as well as a 
director?
Yes, but it’s been a while since I’ve 
been on stage. I fell in love with 
acting before directing. I played 
Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz when 
I was 18.

3. When did you decide to be a 
teacher?
After I graduated from high 
school, I started teaching a few 
theater classes in the program I 
participated in. I had never wanted 
to be a teacher, but I found I was 
pretty good at it!

4. How long have you been 
teaching at P.S. 11?
Nine years!

5. Did you teach anywhere else 
before P.S. 11?
This is the first public school I’ve 
taught in full-time, but I was a 
teaching artist in some middle 
schools and high schools in 
Brooklyn, Manhattan and Queens.

6. Have you ever had any other 
type of job?

Yes. I was an Assistant Technical 
Director for my theater group, a 
bartender, and I sold coffee at the 
Orlando Arena.

7. What’s your favorite part of your 
job?
Directing the shows! That’s really 
where my heart is. It’s fun to see 
the things we do in class translate 
to the stage.

8. What are the biggest challenges 
in the job?
Having to do it all, wear so many hats.

9. What are your favorite 
Broadway shows?
I love Wicked, Les Miserables, and 
Legally Blonde.

10. What do you like to do when 
you’re not doing theater?  
I like hanging out with my daughter 
while she is still tiny. She’s 18 
months old now and she’s a 
performer! She likes to do pratfalls 
[sudden, deliberate falls on the rear 
end] and sing and dance. She plays 
basketball and also knows how to 
do, “Touchdown!” And she bosses 
me around!

11. We’re almost done with the 
school year. Do you have any 
special plans for the summer?
Charli and I are taking a music class 
and we’ll hang at the pool.

Questions 
with...

Ms. Sarah Chemerys
PROCURED BY LORENZO MATIZ

pictures for the newspaper.
Lena: I think this year's Newspaper 
was amazing! 
Lorenzo: I loved my position as a 
field reporter for the 2nd grade play 
a lot! 
Luc: I actually want to be a journalist 
when I grow up.
Matilda: The P.S. 11 Paper was awe-
some!
Max: I learned that you can make 
good friends and help anyone any-
where. As a reporter, I learned that 
it's not easy to get information from 
people.
Meera: My favorite part was being 
the art editor! But I loved all of it and 
it was really fun.
Nandini: I learned that you should 
plan ahead and not wait until the last 
minute to do things.
Nate: The P.S. 11 Paper is really 
good!
Nora: The Newspaper was really 
cool!
Owen: My favorite assignment this 
year was jokes.
Paulina: I learned how to write an 
article, how to conduct an interview 
and how to think like a reporter!
Roger: I love the Newspaper be-
cause we write articles and fiction 
stories to interest kids and to help 
others learn about what it's like to 
work on the school Newspaper. The 
best memory for me was when I was 
the art editor. I loved choosing the 
art piece for the Newspaper.
Ruby: I learned that working hard 
can be fun, too, and you can achieve 
great things. My favorite assignment 
was when I took pictures of the 
lunch food and 100th day of school. 
Samantha: I love the Newspaper!
Samuel I liked being a photographer 
a lot! 
Violet: I learned what people in the 
Paper do.

EDITED BY SAMUEL COHEN


