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 “Ba de ya, say do you remember.  Ba de ya, school starts in 
September, ba de ya, singing with my friends today”.  PS 11 
musicians started the year singing “September”, a song by Earth, 
Wind and Fire.  We talked about the song and the style of music 
and how it is a “feel good” song that makes you want to dance, 
which, we did! 
  Some classes sang welcome to and welcome back to school 
songs.  Pre-K and K’s sang songs introducing themselves. 
 “Leaves are falling, leaves are falling, one fell on my 
nose…leaves are falling, leaves are falling, one fell on my toes”.  
We celebrated the beginning of fall with songs and talks about 
things that happen in the fall.  We discussed apple picking which 
led to talks about Johnny Appleseed and sang some songs about 
apples…”I like to eat, eat, eat, apples and bananas”. 
 “Chocolate, chocolate, bate, bate, chocolate”.  We celebrated 
Hispanic Heritage Month with songs such as “Uno, Dos, Tres” (K’s 
accompanied their singing with triangles), “Buenos Dias”, “El 
Chocolate”, and “Me Gusta”.  We discussed how many of us now 
speak English, Spanish, and when learning music terms, Italian. 
 We celebrated the birthdays of BB King, Ray Charles and 
Joan Jett and read books about some of them, and sang songs by 
others (“I Love Rock n’ Roll”, “Hit the Road Jack”).  We also 
celebrated the Beatles hit song “Love Me Do” which was originally 
recorded in September of 1962. 
 Pre-K and Kindergartner’s talked about how we sing, using our 
diaphragms, vocal boxes, vocal cords and vibration.  We looked at 
and listened to vibration using our voice and several instruments 
(triangles and guitars).   
 We’re singing songs about the Days of the Week and 
reinforcing our alphabet letters with songs.  Some classes learned 
songs about the day of the week they have music on…”Tuesdays 



Are Terrific”, “Wonderful Wednesday”, and “Rockin’ On a Friday 
Afternoon”.  Ask Pre-K and K children about having Ants In Their 
Pants!   
 All classes are learning interesting vocal “warm-ups” in music 
class.  Ask your child to sing one for you.  Most of them are 
tongue twisters and they’re a lot of fun.  Pre-K and K sang “Apes 
Ate All Eight Apples”…other classes sang “Crisp Crusts Crunch 
Crunchily” and “Gertie’s Great Grandma Grew Aghast at Gertie’s 
Grammar”…such fun! 
 Kindergartners have started their Music and the Brain piano 
work.  We talked about keyboards, headphones, and how to treat 
the keyboards respectfully.  We discussed Red Right, Lemon Left 
and fingers 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5.  We learned about quarter notes and 
rests and played Swimming Down and Up and Flying Up and Down. 
We’re also doing a nursery rhyme unit. 
 First graders are studying various note and rest 
values...quarter notes, half notes, whole notes, and equivalent 
rests.  We have gone to the keyboards and have reviewed their 
work in Piano Book I and are getting ready to move on.   
 2nd grade classes are continuing in Piano Book I, using two 
hands to play, and will shortly be moving onto Book II. 
 3rd graders have begun work on their 3rd grade performance, 
“Holiday Wishes” which will be on Wednesday, November 25th, 
2015.  I sent the lyrics home with each child.  These lyrics can 
stay home so the children can practice.  I have a set of lyrics in 
my classroom for our work together.  Please help your child learn 
the words.  If your child loses the lyrics, they are on my website 
(on the upcoming performances and notes home pages), and on the 
PS 11 website on their class page. 
 A note was sent home with all 5th grade students regarding 
the 5th grade play, which will be “Shrek Jr” this year.  Please 
read this note with your child and see if they can commit to our 
rehearsal schedule.  I’m excited about starting rehearsals. 



 We are continuing our affiliation with Juilliard.  2nd Graders 
will have a Juilliard teaching fellow and our 4th Graders will be 
part of a Juilliard Concert Series. 
 I can use blank CDs and headphones from the Dollar Store 
for the music room.  There is a Dollar Store on 24th Street 
between 7th and 8th avenues.  We use so many of them with the 
keyboards! 
 **I am looking parents who can photocopy keyboard and 
recorder music.  I can also use some help maintaining the 
keyboards and guitars.  It involves making sure the wiring is 
"neat”, headphones are in good condition, keyboards are clean, 
guitars are tuned, etc.**    
 I have a lot of games on my website…please have your kids 
go to http://ps11music.com/notereadinggames.html and play some 
of them. 
 If you have any questions or just want to say hi, stop by room 
514 or e-mail me at sgolub@schools.nyc.gov.  
 Keep a song in your heart!  
 Sharon Golub 
 http://www.ps11music.com  
 


